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A MEMORIAL 

ELVIRA (ELVIE) STRUNIN

Elvira (Elvie) Strunin, a 38-year Stamford resident, died June 6 at Bridgeport Hospital.

She was 72. She died of a heart attack after a long/short 4-1/2 week battle.
Born in Brooklyn, NY on April 14,1930, she was the daughter of  Ann and Jack Lipitz

She is survived by her husband of 47 years, Manny Strunin; two daughters, Bonnie

Strunin of Norwalk, CT and Jessica Horowitz of Sharon, MA; a son Roy Strunin of  Sharon, MA; two grandsons, Jonathan Horowitz and Zackary Strunin both of Sharon MA. She also is survived by a brother, Dr. Bert Lipitz of Cherry Hill, NJ; a son-in-law, Noah Horowitz and a daughter-in-law, Lisa Strunin both of Sharon, MA; and five nieces and nephews.

A graduate of Hunter College, she taught kindergarten in the Bronx for eight years. Upon moving to Stamford she devoted herself to raising her family, as well as serving as a substitute art teacher in Stamford’s elementary schools. She also taught in the Hebrew schools of Congregation Agudath Sholom and Temple Beth El.

Throughout her life she was deeply involved in arts and crafts. She taught ceramics to teachers and children in the New York City school system and was active with synagogue children in holiday decoration projects. She also was an accomplished oil painter and studied painting for many years with Rayma Spaulding.

Together with her daughter Jessica, she ran a Judaica crafts business called Mother & Child Judaica. They designed and produced children’s wear and religious articles with Jewish symbols and Hebrew lettering. Their customers included Judaica shops and families around the country.

Elvie was deeply involved in Jewish life in her community. She was a former president of the Sisterhood of Congregation Agudath Sholom, a Life Member of Hadassah and a regular shule-goer. She was a member of Stamford’s Chevra Kadisha, the Jewish Burial Society and helped perform taharas (the ritual preparation of bodies for burial according to Jewish law). Together with her husband and children, she was always there to support the marchers in Israel Day parades in New York City.

Elvie was a world-class cook and baker who baked her own challas for Shabbat. Her challas were far superior to those that came from any baker. Anyone who tasted them will attest to this claim. Her strict adherence to kashrut for preparation of her more exotic cuisines may have been a challenge,  but never a barrier.

Her funeral Service  took place at Leo P. Gallagher & Sons Funeral Home in Stamford on Sunday, June 9 where almost 200 friends and family paid their respects and demonstrated their love for Elvie. Burial followed at Beth David Cemetery in Elmont, NY.

Donations may be made to Young Israel of Stamford, 69 Oaklawn Avenue, Stamford or Jewish Family Service, 111 Prospect Street, Stamford.

Although Elvie was not a reader of the Diogenes Report, she listened—sometimes not very patiently-- to its opinions, wit(?) and wituperation repeated over and over and over.

.

EULOGY

Eulogy delivered at Elvie’s funeral by Roy--

When people ask what my mother did, the usual answer is, she was a ‘stay-at-home-mom’ or home-maker.  And that, she was.  

However, last week while I was driving home from the hospital I was listening to the news on the radio. In a story about the low voter turn-out for the New Jersey primaries, the reporter interviewed a monitor for a voting site.  Listening to the story I recalled that for several elections, my mother had been a monitor at an election voting site.  I started to think that, yes, while my mother was a home maker, she was a lot more than that.  So last night I jotted down a few of the things my mother did.  In no special or relevant order and certainly not a comprehensive list --

· Kindergarten teacher in the Bronx for 8 years

· Substitute teacher - Stamford

· Hebrew school teacher - Agudath Shalom

· Hebrew school teacher – Temple Beth El

· President of Agudath Shalom Sisterhood

· Life Member of Hadassah

· Art Raymond radio show fan 

· Monitor for elections voting stations

· Guardian of our pets, Hoshanna and Simcha – and terror of Silky

· A green thumb for a jungle of household plants

· A computer illiterate – and proud of it

· Chauffeur for Bonnie, Jessica and myself

· Member of the Stamford Chevra Kadisha

· Family barber – though she was wise enough to have someone else cut her hair.

· Mah Jong player

· A survivor of many invasive and painful operations

· Expert Kippah  crocheter

· Choir member

· Piano player

· A very talented Oil Painter

· Dedicated Stew Leonard’s shopper

· A person who lived with chronic pain for many years

· Artist mentor to my son, Zackary. She would always plan art projects for whenever they were together. The impact of her love for art has made a deep impression on Zackary’s life.

· Avid reader

· A diehard Mets fan – even when the Mets were not so ‘Amazn’

· Someone who gave up smoking – cold turkey, on the first try

· She took great pride in the accomplishments of her family

· Devoted member of her congregation

· She loved going to shule and singing with the hazzan.

· Special Succah decorator

(   Unparallel cook and baker – the evidence of which is my father.

ANOTHER EVIL EMPIRE

Not everyone in an evil empire is evil, but an evil institution attracts evil people and brings out the worst in others. The institution that I have in mind is the Roman Catholic Church. Every time some light seems to shine from this dark edifice, the candle is snuffed out and the institution returns to its historic ways which have brought death and degradation to countless millions around the world.

The evil policy of the Church which at the present time receives the most attention is the widespread phenomenon of child abuse and the coverups by Church officials. These crimes, and they are crimes, have been committed against the Church’s members, and these members together with law enforcement should clean out this Augean stable. If the members of the Church are too benighted to do the job that has to be done, they can continue to wade through the muck.

One of the factors that strikes me as being particularly odious about these pedophilia events is that the teachings of the church created tremendous emotional feeling of guilt about anything to do with sex in these young victims. And then to have their very teachers force them to violate sacred taboos should call for punishment closer to death by lethal injection rather than one strike or two strikes and you’re out.

Recently, several other stories have hit the news that perpetuate the record of the historical crimes committed by the Church. In 1994 another holocaust was conducted without any nation in the world lifting a finger to stop it. This time it took place in the central African country of Rwanda, where over one-half million unarmed Tutsi civilians were slaughtered.

Prominent among the collaborators in this slaughter were three Roman Catholic priests who assisted murderers in their congregations. These priests will be prosecuted by  a UN war crimes tribunal, but how these priests were treated early-on by the Church is most informative. Other Catholic clergy already have been convicted of  genocide in Europe and Rwanda.

Before international pressure forced a change in policy, the Rev. Athanase Seromba, accused of helping to kill about 2,000 people who had taken refuge in his church, by ordering bulldozers to crush the building, worked as a priest in Italy under an assumed name. (Of course, he may have been considered an independent contractor like Cardinal Egan tried to picture the pedophile priests in Connecticut.) International pressure on the Italian government and the Vatican finally forced his surrender. Another of the Catholic priests had been living under the protction of a monastery in Cameroon. The third was caught in Switzerland. I wonder who helped get him out of Rwanda. 

So we see that not only pedophile priests get moved from parish to parish, but this business model also works for genocide priests. This model harks back to the notorious “rat line” through which the Catholic Church helped sneak Nazi genocidal murderers of the Catholic persuasion out of Europe and into South America and Arab countries.

According to a New York Times story, rights groups have complained that numerous letters to Roman Catholic Church leaders, including Pope John II, have evoked no response. But the UN court says that the Catholic Church which had been shielding priests and nuns accused of wrongdoing has begun to cooperate with the tribunal. Just like the church officials in the US when faced with the threats of local district attorneys.

By the way Protestant  pastors were among the evildoers in Rwanda. Perhaps it’s Christianity that’s the problem. It should be noted that there were some pastors, priests and nuns who were slain themselves because they were helping others. Some, but apparently not many were in this Christian charity category.

Now we come to the “insult added to injury” classification, which appears to be a growing activity of the Vatican. Most of us are aware of that dark page in Church history known as the Inquisition. Under the direction of priests and bishops and cardinals and popes, Jews were tortured, forced to violate their religion, robbed, raped and burned to death for being Jews and for being suspected of not being true to the Christian religion that was in most cases forced upon them. 

The culmination of the Inquisition came in Spain when King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella expelled 100,000 Jews from Spain and prevailed upon Portugal to do the same to the Jews of that country. Except that was not the culmination. These “Catholic Monarchs”, their heirs and Catholic clergy pursued the Jews across the ocean to the New World and exported the Inquisition which continued to rob, rape, torture and burn Jews to death from Mexico to South America.  

Fast forward to the present. Spain’s Roman Catholic bishops want Pope John Paul II to canonize Queen Isabella I. Her supporters regard her as a pious leader and a maligned monarch who brought Jesus Christ’s message of salvation to millions. And, of course, some of her best advisors were Jews. 

Will this evil witch  be “sainted”? Don’t forget that Pius XII, the holocaust pope 

is up for sainthood, as well as the Mortara child –robber pope. So why not Isabella?  

The Evil Empire continues on its evil course.

DENNIS THE MENACE

In our society, nothing seems to succeed like failure. A perfect example is Dennis Ross, the roving ambassador to the Middle East who must have run up a million frequent flyer miles on his hapless missions. He never once seems to have questioned the idiotic appeasement policies of  the Clinton Administration toward the murderous Palestinian Muslims. Though the policies he followed, and he himself were total failures, these days Dennis the Menace is all over the tube advising us how to bring about peace in the Middle East. Not only is he getting paid by the media, but he is counselor for some group called the Washington Institute for Near East Policy. I wonder if this institute, in keeping with standard Clinton policy is advising the peacemakers to round up some compliant interns as a starting point?

ACROSS MY RADAR SCREEN

Zonsheine Is Full Of Moonshine
In an op-ed piece titled “Why I Refuse To Fight For Sharon’s Settlements”, David Zonsheine, a reserve officer in the Israeli army lets everyone know that he will no longer protect “a group of zealots and their settlements.”  It is these zealots and their settlements that are causing misery for the Palestinians and the motivation for terror, he claims.

Then, inadvertently, he gives the lie to his own argument. He writes that he would again honor his army assignments if Ariel Sharon truly desired to end terror and committed to a withdrawal from “the territories.”  Zonshein’s sign for Sharon’s desire to end terror would be to withdraw to a guarded and “fortified Israeli border.” Why would Israel need a heavily guarded and fortified border after “basic human rights” and happiness are restored to the Palestinians?

Mr. Zonsheine is full of moonshine.  

The Information Society, Old-Style

This item appeared in Carl Alpert’s column from Israel. Ad in a local Hebrew newspaper: “For sale, original owner, Encyclopedia Britannica, complete set of 45 volumes, at a bargain price. I don’t need it any more. I got married last week, and my wife knows everything.”

Auto Safety Suggestion From Israel

An astute observer of the Middle East has suggested that a way to improve the safety of Israelis is to destroy every vehicle in the Arab settlements in Judea, Samaria and Gaza.

Any vehicle coming from these areas would then be an automatic target for the IDF—no questions asked. Since the Arabs already complain that their travel is impeded, this would not be much of an additional burden and would cut down on car and truck suicide bombings. Excellent suggestion Mr. astute observer.

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

Enroll In The Amtrak Award Program (commercial)

Do you get extra points for derailments?

Fiat To Float Ferrari In Effort To Raise Cash

They should make sure the windows are closed.

Stamford Man Charged With Stabbing His Brother

He ain’t got too many holes doc. He’s my brother.

Africa Creeps Along Path To Democracy

Europe Runs Along Path To Fascism

Argentine Rescue Plan ‘Back To Square One’

First scoop up Eichmann’s ashes.

Tobacco Sales Suspended In Zimbabwe

It’s OK as long as the government doesn’t interfere with stealing cigarettes.

Parliament Reviews Plans For Reform Of Upper House
Lordy! They’re going to straighten out the boys in the attic.

Angry Japan Lashes Out After Defeat On Whaling

Do they plan to bomb Whale Harbor?

Cardinal May Sell His Official Residence

He seems to understand his vow of poverty. Let’s see how he handles chastity. 

Israel Mulls Response To Surge In Attacks

Mulls: a Hebrew word meaning “grit your teeth and do very little”.

British Set To Stop Returning Al-Qaida

Does that mean they won’t let them back into London and Birmingham?

Investors Seek Big Overhaul Of FIAT’s Management

When they say “Fix It Again Tony”, they mean it!

Lack Of Experts Threatens Islamic Investing
There must be plenty of Muslims who can make a letter bomb 

look like a dividend notice.

New Israeli Political Movement To Push For Peace

Their headquarters is already set up in Riyadh.

Lieberman Says Dems Face Challenge For Latino Vote 

He should be concerned about the Jewish vote

FBI Looks To Recruit Arab Americans

This will really boost homeland security

Community Mourns Death Of Mosque Founder

Did his bomber vest explode prematurely?

Lieberman Wins Praise From ‘Hot Tub Woman’ In California

Joe’s problem is when he gets to Hollywood he can’t tell the difference

between a hot tub and a mikveh

Ulster Leaders Give Pep Talk To 2 Sides in The Mideast

Belfast Security Stepped Up As Riots Flare

No comment

Key Palestinian Security Posts Becoming Harder To Fill

Have they asked the Zogby boys?

QUOTES I LIKE
That men do not learn very much from history is the most important 

of all the lessons that history has to teach us.

Aldous Huxley

Do not use that foreign word ‘ideals’. We have that excellent native word ‘lies’.

Henrik Ibsen

Television is an invention that permits you to be entertained in your living room

by people you wouldn’t have in your home.

David Frost

The English think that incompetence is the same thing as sincerity.

Quentin Crisp

We must beware of needless innovations, especially when guided by logic.

Winston Churchill

When smashing monuments, save the pedestals – they always come in handy.

Stanislaw J. Lec  

The glory of great men should always be measured by the means 

they have used to acquire it.

La Rochefoucauld

The big print giveth and the small print taketh away.

Tom Waitts

Minimum Wage Law: a regulation that keeps employers from violating

the 13th Amendment to the Constitution

Emanuel L. Strunin 

Lawyers are the only persons in whom ignorance of the law is not punished.






Jeremy Bentham

It’s kinda hard to describe a French waiter. Picture a New York cab driver with an apron.






Robert Orben

Comments welcome: elscomm@earthlink.net
To add your name to our free subscriber list or 

cancel your subscription: elscomm@earthlink.net


