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USE THE BAUHAUS APPROACH


A lot of Democrats and so-called “liberals”, as well as some Republicans, and,  of course, all of those altruistic Europeans are clamoring for a plan to rebuild  Iraq after the U. S. military gets through with it. Naturally, Uncle Sam will be expected to pay the bill for this foray into “nation-building.” Diogenes suggests that we cut through all of this bullshit and do some practical “tribe-building” instead of pie-in-the-sky “nation-building.”

Rebuilding should follow the Bauhaus model of less is more. At the Bauhaus, this concept was applied to products, art and buildings. Now we can take it to a higher level and apply it to nation-building.

Let’s start with basics: Iraq is not a nation and never was. Its boundaries were established by Perfidious Albion in the 1920s to suit its own imperial needs. We are not required to honor those borders. After we eliminate Saddam, allow the country to dissolve into its three constituent parts: Kurdistan in the north; Sunnistan in the center; and Shiitistan in the south. (The southerners will be permitted to change the name of their area when hostilities have ceased.)

If the three areas go to war with each other, so be it. While battling with each other they will not pose a threat to other countries. In any case, the U. S. should not mix into a family fight. Also if  Turkey takes over Kurdistan we will know that a friendly country is in control of part of the Islamic cauldron. And, if anyone is still concerned with rebuilding, the bill should be sent to Saudi Arabia

and the other Arab oil tribes.

The Bauhaus approach could as well be applied to so-called “nation-building” in Afghanistan. Since the Taliban and al Qaeda have been driven from power, at least according to the U. S. military, the tribes are back to fighting each other with a vengeance. We should not pick up the “white man’s burden” of attempting to build a nation where one did not exist. Let us remember that less is more. Let them dissolve into the 10 or 20 tribes that hold the allegiances of the folks in Afghanistan and let them fight it out for supremacy. Here, too, the U. S. should not get in the middle of a family fight. Our only role should be to drop Agent Orange on their poppy fields. 

ARIEL THE BICYCLE MESSENGER 

Most of my readers probably won’t remember when the Western Union telegram was the favorite way of quickly delivering a printed message. After being transmitted through the company’s wire system, the telegram was delivered by a bicycle messenger to the intended recipient, From the mid-19th Century to the mid-20th Century these messages were delivered. 

But changing technology, economics and social conditions obsoleted the bicycle messenger and the telegram. For several years, the green-eyeshade management of Western Union tried to keep their stumbling business going without any luck.

Western Union telegrams became the butt of jokes by every late-night TV comedian. The message was not getting through or was being delivered three weeks late when it was no longer relevant.

Israel also had a messenger, who effectively delivered messages to the Arabs. His bicycle was the tank, infantry and paratroops of the IDF. And the messages got through loud and clear. 

Israel also has a messenger that has become obsolete and messages that are late or lost. Professional, political and personal changes are responsible. Unfortunately, the messenger was promoted to a management position, where he reached his level of incompetence. Like the management at Western Union, he is full of explanations and excuses as to why the messages are not getting through. In the front office, he has surrounded himself with other incompetents who do not even want any messages to be sent. It is time for Ariel, the superannuated bike messenger to ride off into the past.

CONGRATULATIONS, DANIEL PIPES

I congratulate Daniel Pipes for the contribution he is making to the American public and for the gang of enemies that he is amassing. Dr. Pipes is true expert on Islam and the Middle East and the head of the Middle East Forum, a highly regarded think tank. 

The Forum has set up Campus Watch, a web site to monitor professors for pro-Arab, ant-Israel bias. The site aims at countering pervasive bias in universities’ Middle Eastern studies. The site, which names schools and professors expects, eventually, to cover 250 North American academic institutions.

Opponents call the effort “McCarthy-like” and an attempt to stifle opposition to U. S. policy in the Middle East. I do not recall any of the professors objecting to the riot at Concordia College where Binyamin Netanayhu was prevented from speaking or other attacks on pro-Israel speakers. One positive outcome of the Pipes effort is that the professors listed on the site said that they were bombarded with e-mails over the weekend.

So-called academic freedom must have its limitations. The venom and lies about Jews and Israel being spewed on campuses does not deserve protection. Free speech does not allow you to falsely shout fire in a crowded theater.

Just think, these professors that are so concerned about academic freedom are supporting regimes around the world where even the word “freedom” much less “academic freedom” is unknown. Let us also recall that it was the professors of the universities in Germany that were among the earliest and most enthusiastic members of the Nazi Party. And let us also question the judgment of the multitude of American professors that sang—while some still sing-- the praises of that mad messianist Karl Marx and that bastion of academic freedom, the Soviet Union..

It would be a helpful idea for Jewish alumni and contributors to academic institutions to monitor the web site and make their voices and wallets heard.

THE FBI AND CIA STILL AT SQUARE 1

It is truly incredible that the over $30 billion of taxpayer money that could be going to Medicare, Medicaid, upgrading education, medical research or building housing for the poor is being wasted each year on the CIA and FBI. While we have known this for a long time, the issue was brought into sharp focus by an article on the congressional investigation into the counterterrorism lapses prior to 9-11.

Instead of being infuriated at the lapses of our “intelligence” experts for not recognizing the dangers of Islamic terrorism, the senior officials of the CIA and FBI were infuriated at the disclosures and tough questioning by our elected representatives and their staff members. It is obvious that our intelligence managers have learned nothing from 9-11 except the need for bigger ass hole covers. The American people can expect no improvement in security as long as George Tenet and Robert Mueller continue to head the CIA and FBI respectively.

The head chopping must go down several levels in each organization until we reach some operatives who understand the techniques of security and are willing to put their careers on the line for their beliefs.

If this doesn’t work, maybe we should bring back Aldrich Ames and Robert Hansen. They knew how to circumvent security, perhaps they’ll know how to build security.

ACROSS MY RADAR SCREEN

Mission To Moscow

Sharon is going to Moscow to convince Putin not to be Russian. He wants Russia to stop selling arms to the Middle East. Russia has been meddling in the Middle East for 200 years. Why stop now? As favor to the Jew Sharon? Good luck.

The two gentlemen do have something in common, both their governments signal right and turn left.

NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

Madelyn Toogood was caught on videotape beating her four-year-old daughter. Her husband, Johnny Toogood committed felonies in five states. Their name doesn’t fit.

Nancy Kanwisher is an MIT professor who is leading the fight for American universities to divest holdings in companies doing business in Israel. Not China, not Russia, not Iraq, not Saudi Arabia, not Zimbabwe. Someone should fulfill her wish and shove her into the can and flush her down. Her name fits.

Jermaine Polite of Norwalk, CT was charged with 2nd degree breach of peace, 1st degree criminal trespass and risk of injury to a minor. Being polite didn’t get her off the hook. Tough police.

Charles Priest of Norwalk, CT was charged with possession of narcotics and drug paraphernalia, risk of injury to a minor and conspiracy. Those priests should stick to sex abuse. I wonder if the police asked him for confession.  

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

Temple Mount Can Be Opened To Jews

Wow! They discovered 2,800 year interviews with Kings David & Solomon

NYC Set To Raze Unstable Building In Lower Manhattan

I hate to see City Hall disappear.

Black Universities Losing Presidents

Have they considered open enrollment for presidents?

Customer Gets Marijuana At KFC Drive-Through

They didn’t hear the whole order. I said chicken POT pie.

Courting A Community:

In Germany The Jewish Vote Is Seen As Important Symbolically 

See they’re voting. I told you we didn’t murder them.

What Does ‘Regime Change’ Mean anyway?

In an Arab country, not much.

City Looks At Charging For Parking Meters At Night

It’s still cheaper than a motel room.

Bombings Kill 10, Injure 200 In Bangladesh

How Moslems convert Hindus on the subcontinent.

Board Rejects Three Options For Easing Enrollment Crunch

Do they include abortions?

More In High Schools Are Virgins, Study Finds

I didn’t know they went back to skipping grades.

Israel Presses A Defiant Arafat

They should keep pressing ‘til all his wrinkles are out.

Conversion Of Jews Basic To Christianity

At last, William Buckley writes a simple declarative sentence.

Europe Has One Voice. And Another And Another

Holocaust...Pogrom...Inquisition.

Xerox Promotes Women-Owned Businesses

Does this have anything to do with cooking...like the books?

QUOTES I LIKE

A different taste in jokes is a great strain on the affections.

George Eliot

After two days in the hospital I took a turn for the nurse.

Rodney Dangerfield

. 

I love peace now, I detest Peace Now.







Emanuel L. Strunin

I don’t care if my players get arrested, as long as they are out of jail by Sunday.





Pat Bowlen (owner of the Broncos)

Familiarity breeds contempt—and children.







Mark Twain

A man of courage never needs weapons, but he may need bail.







Anonymous

There is a great discovery still to be made in literature, that of paying literary men by the quantity they do not write,







Thomas Carlyle

Veni, vidi, Visa. (we came, we saw, we went shopping.)







Jan Barrett

When I was a kid in the ghetto, a gang started going around harassing people, so some of the toughest kids formed a gang called The Sharks to stop them. The other gang was called Jehovah’s Witnesses.







Charles Kosar

Mathematics has given economics rigor, but alas, also mortis.







Robert Heilbroner

I know a man who gave up smoking, drinking, sex, and rich food. He was healthy right up to the time he killed himself.







Johnny Carson

No matter how cynical you get, it is impossible to keep up.







Lily Tomlin

The trouble with eating Italian food is that five or six days later                     you’re hungry again.







George Miller

Under capitalism man exploits man; under socialism the reverse is true.







Polish proverb
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