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SELLING OUR BIRTHRIGHT FOR A MESS OF POTTAGE

Pottage can give you a quick fix, but at the rate America is going, it may soon               run out of birthrights. I am not sure that we still have a viable steel industry or              one that’s on its deathbed. And if some of our politicians and business leaders have     their way, the members of the Teamsters Union soon may all be Mexicans.                       A confluence of misguided concepts is responsible for these developments.

One is the idea that became popular among economists and political gurus about a generation ago, that each country should concentrate on those activities that it does    best. According to these visionaries, since manufacturing was no longer something                                                                                that America did best we should exit those businesses and leave them to the low          cost producers elsewhere in the world.

Who can do it cheaper?

This utopian dream presupposed the brave new world that had arrived or was about        to burst on the scene. If by some incredible circumstance a war did break out, we                   could always ask a manufacturing country—friend or foe—to build us some       warships. It took a while, but this rationale fell out of favor. But by that time,      American manufacturing was moving offshore to places where it could be done     better—but mainly cheaper.

In what activity was the United States superior? Other than in the entertainment   industry, of course? Our people were more creative in the development of     technological concepts and products—and that’s what we should stick to. Forget       about building ships or trains or cars or producing jeans or shirts or shoes or radios         or TVs or VCRs—and we did.

Your shoemaker is in Bangladesh  
So if we wear out our shoes or our jeans or our TVs break down, we are at the          mercy of the Chinese, Indonesians, Thais, Burmese and Koreans for replacements.

At least we still control the world’s most advanced technologies. But maybe not            for long. I hear that Intel is planning to build a major plant in China that will be       staffed by Chinese engineers. Intel, of course, is the world’s premier chip developer                                           and manufacturer. Its chips are at the heart of the products and systems that            comprise technology.

This mindless transfer of such technological capabilities to China is extremely     dangerous for the United States.  China is the only nation that has the manpower          and brainpower capabilities to challenge the United States for world leadership.                     in the not too distant future. This challenge could be military, as well as economic. 

So why give them a leg up? Not that technology know-how can be confined to one country, but it makes no national security or long range economic sense to be so  profligate with our resources. 

So why do it?  Because the CEO of Intel-- or any other corporation-- is not measured           by patriotism, but by the bottom line. As we have learned in the past couple of      decades, the bottom line is not a long range issue but a quarterly issue. A CEO             can be America’s most selfless patriot, but if his bottom line does not meet      expectations for a couple of quarters, his job will be in jeopardy. As a consequence,         if he can polish up his bottom line by moving development and manufacturing to China                 or Iran or North Korea, he’ll quickly run Old Glory down the flagpole. That’s the American way.

There is a higher law, however, than the law of the bottom line and that higher             law involves the welfare of the nation. The President and/or the Congress must              prevent disasters such as the proposed Intel move from taking place. Enough of America’s manufacturing capabilities has been moved overseas. Too many of    America’s   businesses and financial institutions are in the hands of foreign corporations.                The time to stop our “business leaders” from bartering away any more of our      birthright   is now. And it’s time for our Government to stop chasing globalization rainbows and take meaningful steps to protect American national interests.           

ACROSS MY RADAR SCREEN

For Pete’s Sake, He’s Still Singing The Same Old Song

In a news story about the “anti-war” movement, Pete Seeger. the folk singer                    is quoted as saying “...we all agree that it’s better to talk than to shoot.” Although,          at 83, Kremlin Pete no longer sings, he is still mouthing off against anything        America does. 

Pete doesn’t always agree that talking is better than shooting. So far as I know                he has never advised Russia that it is better to talk than to shoot in Chechnya, or counseled the Chinese that it is better to talk in Tibet, or even Iraq that talking to           the Kurds might be better than shooting them. And, of course he has never told his    Arab friends to stop the suicide bombings. But , then again, he may not consider     bombing to be the same as shooting.

It has been a good many years since Pete, following the Kremlin party line, stopped singing Tzena, Tzena, Tzena about the pioneering Jews of Israel and started singing Mohammed’s Blues about the downtrodden Arabs. While even the Kremlin has  modified its message a wee bit, Pete has not deviated one iota from that                          old time religion.

If CNN Was There

According to a story in The New York Times, religious art treasures from Spain           are on exhibit at the Cathedral Of Saint John the Divine. One of the paintings          shown in the newspaper is a 16th –century oil of Jesus, after being taken down            from the cross, being embraced by his mother as two other women all in16-century   garb, look on. I tried to imagine how CNN or the BBC might have handled this         event if they had been there. 

News Director: Look guys, we’ve got to jazz up this story. Just another messiah          with his mother and girlfriend bawling won’t make the six o’clock news. Amos ,          run over to the Temple and get a handful of Jews. Larry, hop over to the souk and     bring back a some hammers and nails for the Jews. Irv, you get some of those         Roman soldiers over here. 

OK, OK, now the scene is starting to shape up. Amos, give each of the Jews a        hammer and some nails and a half shekel for their trouble and get them to sign      releases. Irv, give a half shekel to the soldiers and tell them to start crying when            we begin shooting.

Irv: One of the soldiers wants more money. He says you gave his captain five         shekels for that interview where he explained, like you told him to, that Mars was     really the god of peace.

Director: Tell him to stop acting like a Jew. This isn’t a talking part. He only gets a     half shekel. Irv, those “Hail the Messiah” signs you’re giving to the soldiers is a good idea but can that “King Of the Jews” sign or we’ll all be decorating crosses. Governor Pilate doesn’t go for that.

Now get the Jews to run around swinging their hammers and yelling like they want        to nail this guy back up, and get the broads to start wailing. OK, let’s roll!

NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

Dion Booker of Stamford, CT was arrested for the sale of hallucinogens,           possession of hallucinogens and conspiracy. I guess he turned out to be a                 booker and a bookee at the same time.  

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

Mother Teresa Moves Closer To Sainthood

The sainthood should go to any guy  that dated her. 

Two Sides To State Issue Concerning More Indian Casinos

Would there be an issue if it involved betting on the blacks instead of the reds?

Pedestrian, Bike Trail Proposed Along Merritt
Good thinking! Give the motorists more targets!

Magazine Publisher Sues Rosie O’Donnell

It’s also the publisher of “Fitness”. They should have named her magazine      “Unfitness” instead of “Rosie.”

Knicks’ Thomas Charged With Assaulting Wife

Today’s athletes are giving new meaning to the term “lineup.”

China Donates Several Animals To Afghan Zoo

I hope these animals converted to Islam or they won’t last very long there.

Emergency Regulations Are Announce To Ban Imports Of Snakeheads
At last! No more Arabs can enter the country!

15th Century Marble Adam Statue Topples At Met

Poor guy. First he gets kicked out of the Garden of Eden                                                and then they won’t even let him stand in the Metropolitan Museum of Art.

FBI Details Surveillance Lapses In Spy, Terror Cases

What means this “spy” and  “terror”?

Court Tosses Out Wrestler’s Sex Suit

She should have brought it to the dry cleaner.

Three More Men Accuse Priest Of Molestation

Sounds like a Catholic menage a quatre.

Mass. Surgeon Pleads Innocent To Child Rape Charges

Why are they picking on him, he’s not a Catholic priest?

Mayor Bloomberg Orders Noise Crackdown

He plans to shout his new policy from the rooftops.

Martha Stewart Quits NYSE Board

Blames Busy Schedule For Decision To Resign


Hers or the district attorney’s?

NASA, Scientists Testify Asteroids May Be A Threat

Are they militant Islamic asteroids?

QUOTES I LIKE

The truth will set you free, but first it will hurt like hell.






Andrew Boyd

The deeper the sorrow, the less tongue it has.






The Talmud

Good judgment comes from experience. Experience comes from bad judgment.






Anonymous


The Irish really are lucky, all they have to kiss to get ahead is the Blarney Stone.

Anonymous

The world is so overflowing with absurdity that it is difficult for the humorist                  to compete.

Malcolm Muggeridge

The trouble with Oakland is when you get there, it’s there.

Herb Caen

The making of a journalist: no ideas and the ability to express them.

Karl Kraus

I am feeling very lonely. I’ve been married 15 years, and yesterday my wife ran off     with the chap next door. I’m going to miss him terribly.

Les Dawson

The climate of England has been the world’s most powerful colonizing impulse.

Russell Green
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