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DENNIIS MILLER ON ISRAEL
 
As my readers are aware, Diogenes likes it when people in the public eye try to keep in step with him as he stays ahead of the curve. The following presentation, which is both humorous and serious—in the best Diogenes tradition-- is one such instance.

For those who don't know, Dennis Miller is a comedian who has a show 
called Dennis Miller Live on HBO. He recently addressed the Middle East situation: 
 
"A brief overview of the situation is always valuable, so as a service to all Americans who still don't get it, I now offer you the story of the Middle East in just a few paragraphs, which is all you really need. 


Don't thank me. I'm a giver. Here we go: 
 
The Palestinians want their own country. There's just one thing about that: There are no Palestinians. It's a made up word. Israel was called Palestine for two thousand years. Like "Wiccan," "Palestinian" sounds ancient but is really a modern invention. Before the Israelis won the land in war, Gaza was owned by Egypt, and there were no "Palestinians" 
then, and the West Bank was owned by Jordan, and there were no "Palestinians" then. As soon as the Jews took over and started growing oranges as big as basketballs, what do you know, say hello to the Palestinians," weeping for their deep bond with their lost "land" and "nation." 
 
So for the sake of honesty, let's not use the word "Palestinian" any more to describe these delightful folks, who dance for joy at our deaths until someone points out they're being taped. Instead, let's call them what they are: "Other Arabs Who Can't Accomplish Anything In Life And Would Rather Wrap Themselves In The Seductive Melodrama Of Eternal Struggle And Death." 
 
I know that's a bit unwieldy to expect to see on CNN. How about this, then: Adjacent Jew-Haters." Okay, so the Adjacent Jew-Haters want their own country. Oops, just one more thing. No, they don't. They could've had their own country any time in the last thirty years, especially two years ago at Camp David. But if you have your own country, you have to have traffic lights and garbage trucks and Chambers of Commerce, and, worse, you actually have to figure out some way to make a living. That's no fun. No, they want what all the other Jew-Haters in the region want: Israel. 
 
They also want a big pile of dead Jews, of course -- that's where the 
real fun is -- but mostly they want Israel. Why? For one thing, trying to destroy Israel - or "The Zionist Entity" as their textbooks call it -- for the last fifty years has allowed the rulers of Arab countries to divert the attention of their own people away from the fact that 
they're the blue-ribbon most illiterate, poorest, and tribally backward on God's Earth, and if you've ever been around God's Earth, you know that's really saying something. 
 
It makes me roll my eyes every time one of our pundits waxes poetic about the great history and culture of the Muslim Mid-East. Unless I'm missing something, the Arabs haven't given anything to the world since Algebra, and, by the way, thanks a hell of a lot for that one. 
 
Chew this around and spit it out: Five hundred million Arabs; five million Jews. 
 
Think of all the Arab countries as a football field, and Israel as a pack of matches sitting in the middle of it. And now these same folks swear that if Israel gives them half of that pack of matches, everyone will be pals. 
 
Really? Wow, what neat news. Hey, but what about the string of wars to obliterate the tiny country and the constant din of rabid blood oaths to drive every Jew into the sea?   Oh, that? We were just kidding. 
 
My friend Kevin Rooney made a gorgeous point the other day: Just reverse the numbers. Imagine five hundred million Jews and five million Arabs. I was stunned at the simple brilliance of it. Can anyone picture the Jews strapping belts of razor blades and dynamite 
to themselves? Of course not. Or marshaling every fiber and force at their disposal for generations to drive a tiny Arab State into the sea? Nonsense. Or dancing for joy at the murder of innocents? Impossible. Or spreading and believing horrible lies about the Arabs baking their bread with the blood of children? Disgusting. No, as you know, left to 
themselves in a world of peace, the worst Jews would ever do to people is debate them to death. 
 
Mr. Bush, God bless him, is walking a tightrope. I understand that with vital operations coming up against Iraq and others, it's in our interest, as Americans, to try to stabilize our Arab allies as much as possible, and, after all, that can't be much harder than stabilizing a 
roomful of supermodels who've just had their drugs taken away. 
 
However, in any big-picture strategy, there's always a danger of losing moral weight. 
 
We've already lost some. After September 11 our president told us and the world he was going to root out all terrorists and the countries that supported them. Beautiful. Then the Israelis, after months and months of  having the equivalent of an Oklahoma City every week (and then every day) start to do the same thing we did, and we tell them to show 
restraint. 
 
If America were being attacked with an Oklahoma City every day, we would all very shortly be screaming for the administration to just be done with it and kill everything south of the Mediterranean and east of the Jordan. (Hey, wait a minute, that's actually not such a bad id . . .ooh, that is, what a horrible thought, yeah, horrible.)" 
 

THE COST OF BACKTRACKING

A great fuss is being made by many Democrats and others opposed to a preemptive strike against Saddam Hussein about the cost of such a move. This is an obvious red herring designed to frighten the American public. Is there anyone who can predict the financial cost of a war?

Without being precise there are other costs of war that are open to discussion. The most obvious one is American casualties. This is a cost that must give our leaders and the general public serious consideration as to whether embarking on hostilities is a sensible option. Another is the impact that such a move will have on America’s position in the world.

I believe that except for the financial cost, which is unknowable, not attacking Iraq      will cost America more casualties and undermine our position as the world’s only superpower. Backtracking on our oft-stated plan to topple Saddam’s government

will announce to the Moslem world—whether rightly or wrongly—that America is afraid of  attacking Iraq. This will unleash attacks on the United States and U. S. interests by every Islamic terrorist and fundamentalist group around the world. To the Moslem world, such backtracking from our stated position will be taken as a sign of weakness. And in their vulture-like world, the weak are prime targets to be attacked and destroyed.

While I believe that Saddam can be overthrown with a minimum of American casualties, terrorist attacks upon American civilians can result in many more casualties and disruptions in our cities and suburbs. We saw the losses we sustained at the World Trade Center and the Pentagon, and the deaths and turmoil created by one sniper team.

The fears of urban fighting in Iraq is another red herring. The Iraqi population is not armed. Saddam has never permitted that. With U. S. airpower and strategically employed artillery and tanks around the cities, if required, maximum casualties can be inflicted on the Iraqi military while the U. S. sustains minimal losses. This scenario supposes that our leaders do not try to conduct a “politically correct” war.

America’s allies will feel confident that they made the correct decision in supporting our position and, in the future, will be likely to rally to America’s side in times of crisis.

As for America’s standing in the world, it will be enhanced and remind the leeches that masquerade as nations that we are the superpower. Perhaps France, which did not stand up to Hitler when it mattered, and was building the nuclear reactor for Saddam, will learn that it is no longer Napoleon. They may not love us when they lose a few billion francs in Iraq, but they will listen to our point of view more closely in the future.

The Russians also need a reminder that their support for a regime that endangers America will not be tolerated. Although the country is tottering between a return to Tsarism or control by the mafia, it is still suffering from delusions of being Stalin. The toppling of Saddam may make it clear to the Russians that they no longer are an acceptable arbiter in the Middle East.

As for the Arabs, they may finally get the message that America is serious about rooting out all vestiges of Islamic terror—fundamentalist or nationalist. The handwriting on the wall of the mosque will say disgorge your terrorists and stop supporting terror or we will go after you.

Further, with its control of the Iraqi oil fields, the U. S. will be able to lower the price of oil and give the world economy a strong boost toward recovery. 

The United States is now the only superpower and has the right and obligation to act like one. 

ACROSS MY RADAR SCREEN

Oopsky

An imagined discussion in Moscow. 

Chief of Security: “President Putin, over 100 people died from the gas we injected into the theater.”

Putin: “Impossible. It can’t be the gas. Saddam told me that this is the same harmless gas that the Americans are making such a big fuss about. He wouldn’t lie to me after what I’m doing to help him.”

Chief: “Comrade President, he’s from the Middle East.”

Putin: “Oopsky.”

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

12 Americans Stage Protest Hussein Is Happy To Allow

Their is no greater satisfaction than in staging an anti-war protest for a pacifist.

Author Of Gun History Quits After Panel Faults Research

You could say that he shot himself in the foot.

Afghani Women Suffer Most In Health Crisis, Experts Say

Islamic science and medicine continue their forward march.

France Is Set To Offer The U. N. A Separate Resolution On Iraq

First rise up and kiss Monsieur Saddam on each cheek.                                                     Then bend down and kiss him on each of his other cheeks.

Yeager, In Farewell, Breaks Sound Barrier

Now that’s what I call breaking wind!

Major Hollywood Stars Silent On Israel

I guess all of the outspoken liberals are going back to the “silents.”

Drug Czar To Visit State

Does his pusher live here?

U. S. Diplomat Slain In Jordan
State Department refuses to call it terrorism.                                                                             It just may be an over zealous bill collector from Household Finance.

Police Nab Suspects In Diplomat’s Shooting

The Jordanian police claim to have arrested a Middle-Western-looking man                   with a Kansas accent.

Bra Fitting Makes A Comeback
It’ a hands-on business.

Diagnostic Tool Added At Hospital

A physician?

Distinction Between Anti-Semitism And Anti-Israelism

It’s still the old distinction without a difference.

Deposition: (Bishop) Daily Knew Reverend Endorsed Sex With Children

The Bishop thought it was just part of the Church’s ‘love your neighbor’ policy.

Ex-Bluefish Heads To Prison

Why not to the aquarium?

Labor Party Members Quit Israeli Cabinet

Too late guys, Arab-rat has already filled out his cabinet.

QUOTES I LIKE

Overeaters Anonymous is an oxymoron.







Robert Jesurum

Should an inner child—under 18--with evil inclinations be subject to the death penalty?







Emanuel L. Strunin

The shortest distance between two points is usually under repair.

Anonymous

Familiarity breeds contempt, but you cant breed without familiarity.

Maxim Kavolik

Capital punishment is our society’s recognition of the sanctity of human life.







Orrin Hatch

Success has many fathers, but failure is a mother.







Jeanne Phillips

The wages of sin are death, but by the time taxes are taken out,                                            it’s just sort of a tired feeling.







Paula Poundstone

The Delphic Oracle said that I was the wisest of all the Greeks. It is because I alone of all the Greeks know that I know nothing.







Socrates

It seems as though I had not drunk from the cup of wisdom, but had fallen into it







Soren Kierkegaard

What soap is for the body, tears are for the soul.







Jewish proverb

More men die of their medicines than of their diseases.







Moliere

As for conforming outwardly, and living your own life inwardly,                                       I do not think much of that.







Henry David Thoreau

LIMERICKS I LIKE

There was a young lady from Chichester,

Whose shape made the saints in their niches stir.

Each morning at matins,                                                                                                        Her form in its satins,

Made the bishop of Chichester’s.

Britches stir.

COMMENTS FROM READERS

You give me nightmares. In #35 you must have killed off at least 25% of  the world's population. Are you the only one who knows these facts or are they facts? Left wing liberal-who is that nut? Keep plugging--there must be some truth in it ,Diogenes.         (It’s all truth.)

Re: #35. Great summary of an international disaster. I guess this means that you won’t be doing any PR work for the Arabs.
In Diogenes’ world travels astride his mighty steed Rossinante, did he note that this Islamic surge of terrorism has come about very recently, and has been galvanized by the unilateral “Pax Americana” stance of the Bush Administration, that has grown since the collapse of the Soviet Union/?

(Too bad that your education didn’t start until 9-11-01. Review some of the early Diogenes Reports on the history of Islam and you will find that the surge in Islamic terrorism started the day it was founded—or, maybe, a few weeks later.)
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