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MEA CULPA

Incredible as it may seem to the readers of this newsletter, Diogenes has made a mistake.

In the previous issue I attributed the humorous tirade against the so-called Palestinians and other assorted Arabs to Dennis Miller, the comedian who appears on HBO. Apparently, I have my Millers mixed up. The tirade, which ran in The Daily Standard was the work of Larry Miller, a contributing humorist to that publication, as well as a writer, actor and comedian from Los Angeles. The mistaken information was e-mailed to me by a trusted subscriber whom I may drop from my list. But, in any case, Dennis Miller could have been proud to say that he was the originator of the piece. And, even furthermore, Larry Miller and Dennis Miller may be the same person. Additional investigation is required.

THE RAGE AND THE PRIDE

“The Rage and the Pride”, an article written by Oriana Fallaci has, apparently, generated as much rage among the left, “politically correct” and Arab apologists as it has produced pride among realists and defenders of Western values. An op-ed column attacking Fallaci and her views about Islam and Moslems in the local paper prompted the following letter to the editor. I can e-mail a copy of the Fallici article to anyone who is interested.  

Letters to the Editor

The Advocate

On the Advocate’s op ed page of 11/01/02, Philip Terzian, the associate editor of the Providence Journal tries to do a hatchet job on Oriana Fallaci. He fails, however, because “political correctness” can never overcome truth. The same radicals of the’60s and ‘70s who praised Ms Fallaci to the skies when she defended every two-bit tyrant and Third World atrocity are now savaging her when her world-view has changed.

In “The Rage and the Pride”, her “incoherent screed” as Mr. Terzian calls it, she has added a powerful voice to the European protests against the invasion by barbarians from the Moslem world. While Ms. Fallaci concentrates her anguish on the turmoil the Moslems are creating in her native city of Florence and in other Italian cultural centers, similar cries of horror are coming from Denmark, England, Germany and elsewhere in Europe. It is very likely that if Mr. Terzian reads the news columns of his own paper, he would learn that Ms. Fallaci’s voice is not a lone call of intolerance against the proverbial “noble savage.”.

As she points out, the unwillingness of the authorities in Italy--and throughout Europe-- to put a stop to Moslem crime, social costs and terrorism planning is reminiscent of the unwillingness of the European establishment to stand up against the Nazis until it was too late and Hitler had them by the throat.

In his drive to be “politically correct”, Mr. Terzian betrays his lack of knowledge of Islam. From the day of its founding, that religion has been one of the sword and terror.

All of the blathering in the world cannot change that reality. Islam has only been a “religion of peace” when a superior force had its heel on Islam’s throat. Forget about the Koran, we only have to read any history of Islam—whether written by a Moslem, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist or Jew—to know that it was always a religion of conquest.

How does Mr. Terzian think that they assembled over a billion adherents?

While Mr. Terzian’s “political correctness” about Islam is very dangerous in today’s environment, I was pleased to learn that in the past, his editing skills turned Ms. Fallaci’s scribblings into readable propose. I may recommend them for a joint Pulitzer Prize.

ACROSS MY RADAR SCREEN

What Got In To Moshe?

The reincarnation of Walter Mondale reminds me of a series of events that took place several years ago. I attended a public function sponsored by a Jewish organization at which Mondale was the leading speaker. He went on for about 45 minutes explaining how important Israel was to the United States and how much he loved Israel. He was almost slobbering over the audience.

A few years later, in his book about the Camp David accords, Moshe Dayan wrote that every time President Jimmy Carter stepped back from pressuring Menachem Begin for additional concessions, Vice President Mondale jumped on Begin. When a journalist asked Mondale about this, Modale replied: “I don’t know what got into my friend Moshe.” By this time Dayan had died and was unavailable to clear up Mondale’s confusion.

To  Diogenes, however, what got into Moshe was obvious—the truth.

Sex And The City—Vatican City

Apparently, the Vatican City brass doesn’t like the “one strike your out policy’ against abusive priests proposed by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. The American  bishops claim that the Vatican rejection was not a rejection at all. Headquarters just wants to do a little tweaking before finalizing the policy. I thought that a little “tweaking” and a lot of groping was what got the clergy into this trouble in the first place.

From a human perspective, the Church hierarchy seems more concerned with the rights of the flockers rather than the welfare of the flock. As the list of accusations expands on almost a daily basis, the term innocent priests seems to be an oxymoron. If there was less stonewalling and playing musical parishes, the guilty could be separated from the innocent pretty quickly.

But if the “faithful” want to support this environment of abuse, who am I to mix in?

Newspaper Headlines In The Year 2035
: 
White minorities still trying to have English recognized as the California's 
third language. 

Baby conceived naturally.... Scientists stumped. 

Last remaining Fundamentalist Muslim dies in the American Territory of the 
Middle East (formerly known as Iran, Afghanistan, Syria, and Lebanon). 

Iraq still closed off; physicists estimate it will take at least ten more 
years before radioactivity decreases to safe levels. 

Castro finally dies at age 112; Cuban cigars can now be imported legally, 
but President Chelsea Clinton has banned all smoking. 

George Z. Bush says he will run for President in 2036. 

Postal Service raises price of first class stamp to $17.89 and reduces mail 
delivery to Wednesday only. 

35 year study: diet and exercise is the key to weight loss. 

Massachusetts executes last remaining conservative. 

Supreme Court rules punishment of criminals violates their civil rights. 

Upcoming NFL draft likely to focus on use of mutants. 

Average height of NBA players now nine feet, seven inches. 

Microsoft announces it has perfected its newest version of Windows so it 
crashes BEFORE installation is completed. 

New federal law requires that all nail clippers, screwdrivers, fly swatters, and 
rolled up newspapers must be registered by January 2036. 

IRS sets lowest tax rate at 75%.
NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

Sometimes names of organizations do not fit the actions of their members. A case in point is the Rabbis for Human Rights group  This gang of selective humanitarians would be more aptly named The Inhuman Rabbis For Less Than Human Rights. They might get their name back when they recognize that a Kalachnikov is not considered a standard tool for olive pickers.

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

Israel’s Major Parties Prepare For Leadership Battles

The party faithful are again caught between a dork and a hard-on.

Theme Funerals Provide New Way To Head For The Hereafter

It’s hard to decide between the immortality theme                                                               and the Moslem martyr’s heaven theme.

Dodd: Clinton Will Stump For Curry

I wonder what he’d do for oregano?

Stalker Charged With Violating Probation

His defense: he was only tiptoeing after his victim.

Czechs And Saudis Discuss Military Cooperation

The Czechs should keep in mind that when the relationship sours,                                 tents don’t have windows to jump out of.

Chechens Complain About Harassment 

Of course. Those damn Russian actors didn’t let them watch the end of show             while they held the hostages.

Working On A Wider Government

Will Sharon consider appointing some Zionists to his cabinet?

U. S. Missile Kills Six al Qaeda Operatives In Yemen

Israel asks U. S. to show restraint.

BC Derails Irish’s National Title Hopes

It was a religious thing, the ND players wanted a real Catholic school to win the game.

Egypt Shores Up Security, But Tourism Is Shaky

Tourism has always been a problem there. Remember when the Israelites visited            and they wouldn’t let them leave for 200 years?

45 Nations Back Rules On Illicit Diamond Trading

1st rule: stay away from 47th Street.

Federal Probes Of Charities Complicate Ramadan For American Muslims

The FBI is on the lookout for charitable gift certificates to Barney’s                                   for suicide bomber vests.

Catholic Prewedding Class Has A New Attitude On Sex

Priests can no longer demonstrate sex techniques with the females...or males.

Hamburg Terrorist Unit Has Ties In Chicago

The old Osama bin Capone gang is still going strong.

(Cardinal) Law Acknowledges ‘Terrible Evil’ Of Sexual Abuse

Better late than never.

Global Issues Flow Into America’s Coffee

I noticed that my coffee tasted strange lately.

All Lenses 50% Off (Advt.)

But this is a monocle. What the heck did you expect for 50% off?

Help For Elderly Parent Can Fray Family Ties

Two kids in favor of calling Dr. Kevorkian, one doesn’t want to get involved.

Afghans Raise Concern That Taliban Forces Are Reorganizing In Pakistan

They’re upset because they would like to see them back in Afghanistan                        where they belong.

QUOTES I LIKE

We are here on earth to do good to others. What the others are here for, I don’t know.

W. H. Auden

Strife is better than loneliness.

Irish saying

My theory of evolution is that Darwin was adopted.

Steven Wright

The “golden years”: when you get your first practical education in genetics.

Emanuel L. Strunin

Give me a laundry-list and I’ll set it to music.  

Gioacchino Rossini

We only confess our little faults to persuade people that we have no large ones.

Rochefoucauld

The ruling passion, be it what it will,

The ruling passion conquers reason still.

Alexander Pope

Thus Belial, with words clothed in reason’s garb,

Counselled ignoble ease

and peaceful sloth,

Not peace.

John Milton

If a woman has to choose between catching a fly ball and saving an infant’s life, she will choose to save the infant’s life without even considering if there are men on base.

Dave Barry

LIMERICKS I LIKE

There was a young lady named Alice,

Who peed in a Catholic chalice.

I did this, said she,

For I needed to pee,

And not out of Protestant malice.
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