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(I  wish all of my readers a happy, healthy and productive New Year and may we celebrate victories over the forces of evil that continue to plague our world.)

Because of the length of the following speech, almost all of the usual sections are not included in this issue.
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I am sure that most of you will remember the popular television program “To Tell The Truth”. The format was simple. Three people faced a panel and all three claimed to be a certain individual. Each one provided information supporting his claim. The panelists then questioned each of the three to determine which one was the real individual.  

Since we are constantly being bombarded with conflicting information from the media, the lecture hall, academia, the pulpit and governments, including our own, as to what is Islam, I propose to use a similar format in trying to help us identify the real Islam.

These days, getting to know Islam is not an academic exercise. As we so rudely learned on September 11, 2001 our very lives may depend on it. Perhaps we could have avoided that rude awakening, if we understood the strong hints that were sent to us via the U. S. S. Cole, the African embassy bombings, the U. S. embassy siege in Teheran, the murder of 270 marines in Beirut, the wars against Israel, the war between Iraq and Iran, the murder of Rabbi Meir Kahane in New York City and dozens of other violent events over past few years.

So, let us go to “Ibrahim the Imam”, who could be a typical Muslim cleric  in the United States to identify Islam for us. The first thing this gentleman would say is that Islam means peace and then start quoting soothing passages from the Koran, the Moslem holy book to support his contention. Let me remind you that words don’t always mean what they appear to mean. 

For example, the words atop the entrance gate at Auschwitz said “Arbeit Macht Frei”—which translates into “Work Makes You Free.” But we know that Auschwitz had nothing to do with freedom and that “Arbeit Macht Frei” was just another Nazi lie to disarm any fighting spirit the Jews may have had before entering the camp. And, perhaps, the name Islam was and is just a ploy to make people believe that its adherents are peaceful people. Or, perhaps, the word Islam just had a nice ring to it in Arabic.

Now let’s look at the kind of passage from the Koran that the Imam might use to support his thesis that Islam stands for peace. From Chapter 2, Verse 256 “Let there be no compulsion in religion. Truth stands out clear from error. Whoever rejects evil and believes in God has grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold, that never breaks.”

Here are some other peaceful words from Chapter 2: “Those who believe in the Koran, and those who follow the Jewish scriptures ...—any who believe in God and the Last Day, and work righteousness—shall have their reward with their Lord. On them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.”

But let me give you some not-so-peaceful words from this same holy book.  From Chapter 3, Verse 66: “People of the Book! (that’s us folks). Why do you deny God’s revelations when you know that they are true?

A logical follow-up from Chapter 98, Verse 1 states: “The unbelievers among the People of the Book (those are both the Jews and Christians) and the Pagans shall burn forever in the fire of Hell. They are the vilest of all creatures.”
You won’t hear these passages from the Imam Ibrahim or any other Muslim cleric in the U. S.

You won’t hear this one from Chapter 5, Verse 51 either: “Believers, take neither Jews nor Christians for your friends.” Or this one from Chapter 48, Verse 29: “Muhammad is God’s apostle. Those who follow him are ruthless to the unbelievers....” I can give you many additional examples of bellicose, malignant language in the Koran...but I think that you get the point.

Obviously, you can find support for peace and tolerance, as well as for hatred and aggression in the Koran and in the words of the clerics. So this is not the proper source for discovering the real Islam.

For a moment though, let’s examine how this source even became a possibility.

As a matter of record, you did not hear anything from any Muslim cleric in the United States prior to 9-11. Not one of them proclaimed the peacefulness of Islam when the U.S.S. Cole was bombed, or when the American embassies in Africa were destroyed, or when the Khobar Towers were bombed, or when Americans were killed in Lebanon or when airliners were being hijacked around the world. Not even when Iraq invaded Iran or Kuwait. 

However, when the Muslims in the U. S. started running scared after 9-11, the local Imams began waving their Korans and blowing smoke in our eyes about Islam, the peaceful religion.  Even then, most of the clerics jumped into the propaganda battles reluctantly after first claiming that there was no connection between Muslims and the World Trade Center and Pentagon bombings.

Now let us go to a second individual who claims to represent the real Islam. Sayid bin Edwah is an imaginary professor, (but based on a real professor  who teaches at a major American University). Dr. bin Edwah’s contention is that Islam is the religion, par excellence, of scholarship, philosophy and science. What the good professor neglects to point out, however, is that this phase of Islamic/Arabic civilization ended some 800 years ago.

From the 8th to the 13th Centuries, when Europe was in the throes of the “Dark Ages” Arab-dominated societies from Persia to Spain were the main, and often the only, force in preserving the literature, philosophy and science of the ancient Greek world, as well as making advances in science and astronomy which led to the Age of Discovery.

By the way, much of the groundwork which led to the subsequent voyages of Christopher Columbus, Vasco de Gama and other explorers was carried out by Jews. As a matter of fact, Jews played major roles in the voyages of both Columbus and de Gama. Christians and Muslims, of course, were significant players in all of the mathematical, scientific and philosophical developments. Contributions to this Arabic Age of Enlightenment also came from as far away as China and India.

Just as Latin, Greek and Aramaic were languages of learning and culture in ages past, Arabic was the lingua franca of this age. The monumental religious and philosophical works of Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon, the great Maimonides who lived from 1135-1204 were written in Arabic. Also known as the Rambam, he was driven by fanatical Arabs from his home in Spain and across North Africa to Egypt where he eventually served as the court physician to the Vizier of Egypt, as well as continuing his contributions to Torah scholarship. The Kuzari, the classic work of Jewish thought by Rabbi Yehuda Ha Levi of Spain also was written in Arabic.

The Jewish religious and philosophical works, written in Arabic and translated into Latin, formed the basis of Christian theology as expounded by Thomas Aquinas, Duns Scotus and other major theologians.

Although the sword was never very far from the hands of some of the Arab tribes that swept across North Africa and Spain in the west and across western Asia in the east, there were many leaders who encouraged learning in a wide range of the arts and sciences. As a result Muslims and very often Jews were able to make outstanding contributions that have made an impact on civilization to this very day.

But alas, political and religious upheavals in the Arab/Islamic empire put an end to this glorious period. 

As Bernard Lewis, the world’s leading scholar of Islam and the Arabs notes that what took hold in the Islamic world were, and I quote: “...systems of dogmatic theology, the general acceptance of which in one form or another marks the final victory of the reaction against the freer spirit of speculation and enquiry that had produced such magnificent achievements.”

He goes on to say: “This final and deliberate rejection of all causality, once generally accepted, marked the end of free speculation and research, both in philosophy and in the natural sciences and frustrated the promising development of Arab historiography.

“It fitted well the needs of an Islamic society in which the freer social and economic life of a great commercial age was giving way to a static feudalism that was not to change for many centuries.”

Today, almost one thousand years later, although it is being buffeted by the ideas and technologies of the west, Islamic/Arab society is still as feudal and backward as Bernard Lewis has described it.

It makes no sense to describe today’s Islam in terms that have not been valid for almost a thousand years. Obviously, the real Islam is not scholarship, philosophy and science.

Since my two fictional—but close to real--Muslims could not acceptably describe Islam, I propose to use a real person whose actions, I feel, bridge the Islamic past and the present to represent the real Islam. Let us call this representative by the catchy name of Usama bin Ladin.

It is only by actions that we can determine which is the real Islam. Trying to understand Islam by the words in the Koran or by a short-lived culture that ended a thousand years ago lead to dead ends and are a total waste of time.

So let us start even before the beginning to understand where and to whom Muhammad delivered the message of Islam. The Torah, in Genesis 16:11 states about the legendary father of the Arabs and son of Abraham: “you will call his name Ishmael....And he will be a wild ass of a man—his hand against all, the hand of all against him.”

In Isaiah XXI:1, the Hebrew Prophet wrote: “As whirlwinds ...pass through the desert; ... they come ...from a terrible land.” In the ancient world, and right up to modern times, the name Arab applied only to the Bedouins, the desert  nomads.

The classical Greek writer Aeschylus mentions Arabia as a remote land with warriors who carry sharp-pointed spears.

All-in-all, Arabia was seen as a harsh land with tough people—an image that the Arabs have more than adequately lived up to.

To give you some perspective, Muhammad, the founder of Islam was born in Mecca in about 570 of the Common Era, 500 years after the destruction of the second Jewish temple in Jerusalem by the Romans. By that time, Judaism had been around for some 2,000 years and Christianity was well-established. At the age of 40, Muhammad got the “call”. 

Although he was influenced by such Jewish and Christian ideas as monotheism and revelation, he never read the Bible. According to Muslim tradition, Muhammad was illiterate. His versions of Bible stories suggest that his biblical knowledge was probably acquired from Jewish and Christian traders and travelers whose information was affected by midrashic and apocryphal stories.

For political, commercial and religious reasons, Muhammad’s vision was rejected by the establishment in Mecca. So he left for the city of Medina, some 280 miles away, which had originally been settled by Jewish tribes. The comparative richness of the town attracted pagan Arabs who came at first as clients of the Jews and ultimately succeeded in dominating them.    As you can see, this is an old story for the Jews. The town was torn by feuds between the Arab tribes, with the Jews maintaining an uneasy balance of power.

The Jews, who engaged mainly in agriculture and handicrafts, were economically and culturally superior to the Arabs, and were consequently disliked. As soon as the Arabs attained unity through the agency of Muhammad, they attacked and ultimately eliminated the Jews of Medina.

An unhappy portent of things to come.

Muhammad’s powerful personality brought him to the leadership position in Medina. He hoped to find a friendly welcome among the Jews, whose faith and scriptures would lead them to receive the claims of the Arabian Prophet with greater sympathy and understanding. In order to appease them, he adopted a number of Jewish practices including the fast of Kippur and  facing Jerusalem while praying.

According to Bernard Lewis, the Jews rejected with contempt the pretensions of the Gentile Prophet and opposed him on precisely the religious level where he was most sensitive. They failed in their opposition because of their inner disunity (how very Jewish) and their unpopularity among the residents of Medina. 

Muhammad, realizing that no support was forthcoming from this quarter, later dropped the Jewish practices that he had adopted. He substituted Mecca for Jerusalem as the direction of prayer, and generally gave a more strictly Arabian and national character to his faith. 

This changing of the direction of Moslem prayer reminds me of a current controversy taking place in Israel. We know that Yasir Arafat and his gang are demanding that Jerusalem be made their capital. Do you know how many times Jerusalem—which they claim is holy to them—is mentioned in the Koran?.... It is never mentioned!...Not even once!....Can you guess how many times Jerusalem is mentioned in the Torah?....         Over 800 times!

Soon the Prophet and his followers began raiding the merchant caravans of Mecca in order to gain wealth and to force the city to submit to the new faith. Professor Lewis points out that raiding was a natural and legitimate occupation of the times and did not violate the moral ideas of the Arabs. These actions may have been acceptable, but they were far from peaceful.

A sneak-attack victory over a Meccan caravan at Badr in the year 624 made possible a reaction against the Jews and ultimately the Christians, who were now accused of having falsified their own scriptures in order to conceal the prophecies of Muhammad’s advent. Just dip into the Koran and you’ll get a very different twist on the parshats you read in shule on Shabbat—even though they were written some 2,000 years before the Koran. 

Over the next few years, the Muslims continued to attack Jewish tribes in the region—exterminating some and forcing others to pay tribute. During this period, Muhammad signed the Hudaibiya Peace Pact with Mecca which he broke as soon as he felt he could conquer this city of “infidels.” Breaking a treaty with “infidels”  has become an accepted part of Islamic law and lore. Despite knowing this, a bunch of not-too-smart Israeli Jews signed the Oslo Agreement with a smarter bunch of Muslims.

Before we leave Arabia, let us examine the myth of Arab hospitality which is often repeated by archeologists and diplomats who have worked in the Middle East. A technique that Muhammad used to weaken one of the Jewish tribes was to send under-cover agents masquerading as travelers to the leaders of  the tribe. For extending Jewish hospitality, the leaders and their families were murdered by the Muslim “travelers.”

While the Jews of Arabia offered hospitality, look at the record of the Arabs and other Muslims. The Arab refugees from the wars with Israel were kept in  camps by the Egyptians, the Jordanians, the Lebanese and the Syrians rather than being shown hospitality. The refugees from Afghanistan are kept in camps by the Pakistanis despite their cries of  “we’re Muslims, too.” 

Also, note what’s happening to the European countries that have extended hospitality to hordes of Muslims from Africa, the Middle East and Asia. They have been rewarded with skyrocketing crime rates, social costs and terrorist activities. Hospitality to Muslims has not been very far different in the United States.

I guess when Arabs and other Muslims talk about hospitality, they mean how can they take advantage of it—not extend it.

As Mr. Bin Ladin will attest, right from the start there was never a day of peace between Muslims and so-called infidels or between Muslims and Muslims.

Don’t take my word—or Mr. Bin Ladin’s word. Again let us examine the record. Remember that Mr. Muhammad began his call in 610, he captured Mecca in 630, defeated many Arab tribes in 632, and died in that same year. In 632-634, Muhammad’s successor and the first caliph, Abu Bakr subdued Arab revolts. 

In 633 the Arabs invaded Iraq. In 636 the Arabs defeated Syria. In 637 they captured Jerusalem. In 639 they seized Mesopotamia. In 640 they invaded Egypt and conquered it in 643. In 642 the Arabs conquered the Persian Empire. They conquered Cyprus in 649; Armenia in 653; and by 670 controlled all of North Africa up to Algeria. In 698 they seized Carthage which is now Tunis. 

By 715 they were fighting in the Punjab of India and in the Crimea, and had gained control of Spain. By 720 they invaded France. All of this in less than 100 years. 

The Arabs were ferocious fighters but there was nothing peaceful about Islam. And the Arabs and other Muslims continued their aggressions for another 1,000 years, forcing their way deep into southeast Asia and into    the Balkans.

Now you know the answer to the question: “where did all of the Muslims come from?” Their ancestors were converted by the point of the sword.

While they were fighting the rest of the world, the Arabs also were doing a hatchet job  on each other. During the first 100 years Caliph Omar was murdered, Caliph Othman  was murdered, Caliph Ali was murdered. The Omayyad governor of Syria revolted      and seized Egypt, there were two Arab civil wars, and a revolt of the Shi’ites that was crushed. Wars between Muslims and Muslims have continued right up to the present day—even though the Prophet considered them a no-no.

 Be aware that Muslim expansion wasn’t always a pushover. Many of  the intended victims of Arab aggression fought back. In 677 the Arab fleet was smashed and Constantinople was saved, although it was conquered much later by the Muslim Turks.  In 732, the Arab Muslims were defeated at the Battle of Tours in France—this was the deepest point they got in western Europe. From the 8th to the 13th centuries, cities in  India united against the Muslims; and in 1492 the Muslims were driven out of Spain. 

In 1529 and again in 1683 the Muslim Turks were driven back from the gates of Vienna. In 1571, a naval force under the leadership of the Venetians—with the help of Jewish cannon-making skills-- destroyed the Muslim Turkish fleet at the Battle of Lepanto. While the Turks were driven back, the residue of their advance is still recognizable in the problems we have in Bosnia, Kosovo, Albania and elsewhere in the Balkans.

Over the centuries it has been proven that the Muslims can be defeated when there is a will to do so. Once again Europe is being overrun by Muslims—Arabs and others—but it appears that there is no will among the Europeans to stop them. This is a sad and dangerous situation that bears a great deal of attention. To me the situation is very much akin to Europe in the 1930s when no one had the will to stop Hitler. It may yet come to a crisis where the United States and Russia may have to pull Europe’s chestnuts out of the fire—once again.

I see that Mr. bin Ladin objects to the tenor of all this history. He says that it pictures Islam as a religion of aggression and oppression rather than as the religion of peace. He says that we must understand that all the Muslims were trying to do was to bring the message of Allah to the “Infidels.” 

OK., Mr. Bin Ladin, let’s skip to current events and see if Allah’s message is being delivered more peacefully than in the past.

Let’s visit places where Muslims have been making news--like that island paradise,    Bali. Oops, those peaceful Muslims got there first and blew up a heavily fortified nightclub—murdering 200 tourists. Once again, the followers of the religion of peace have turned a paradise into hell. And their performance in the rest of Indonesia, where many thousands of Christians have been murdered, parallels their actions in Bali.

It’s a short trip from Indonesia to the Philippines where  the Muslims have been carrying out a bloody insurrection for decades. In addition to bombings, shootings and stabbings, these peaceniks have raised kidnapping to a fine art. My guess is that the actions of the Friday folks make the other Filipinos look fondly back to the Japanese occupation.

In nearby Singapore and Malaysia, the Muslims who have not been jailed for terrorist activities are reasonably peaceful. This status is not based on their religious beliefs, but on the belief that their no-nonsense governments will throw them into the slammer if   they become obstreperous. And here is a headline as fresh as yesterday’s New York Times:   U. S. Fears Islamic Militancy Could Emerge In Cambodia.

Moving up to the subcontinent where the 800 million Hindus have to work overtime to prevent the peace-loving Muslims from rioting and burning trains full of men, women and children. It’s an on-going battle in India and, particularly, in Kashmir where local Muslims, as well as infiltrators from Pakistan murder hundreds of Muslims and Hindus every year.

Elsewhere in the neighborhood, the peaceful Muslims of Bangladesh have been using violence to push that country which is 83 percent Muslim into a true “Islamic Republic” like the Taliban did in Afghanistan. If you are unlucky enough to be a Christian or a Buddhist in Bangladesh, you stand a good chance of being murdered, mutilated or raped by those same peaceful Muslims. In the last couple of weeks, theatre bombings killed dozens and injured hundreds of Muslims celebrating the end of Ramadan. Very, very peaceful.

How about America’s wonderful ally, the Islamic Republic of Pakistan where the religious schools are preparing many thousands of young men for a life as fundamentalist terrorists. Hundreds of these graduates became members of the Taliban and al Qaeda.    In addition to their activities in the worldwide terror network, they have been killing Christians in Pakistan itself and working to overthrow the Pakistani government which ain’t Islamic enough to suit their religious sensibilities.

Across the border in Afghanistan where we have partially suppressed the Muslim   Taliban and the more Muslim al Qaeda, we are up to our elbows     in the hopeless task   of trying to separate the grains of oats from the horse manure—the “good guys” from    the “bad guys.” Some 20 Muslim tribes are trying to slaughter each other, still ignoring the Koranic dictate that Muslims should not wage war against Muslims. Will we ever learn that they are all “bad guys?”

While their impact on the world scene is not yet worth more than a paragraph, Muslim unrest, often involving violence, is taking place in western China and the “Stans”, the new Asian nations of the former Soviet Union. Give them a little time and their actions will fill more than a couple of paragraphs in our daily papers.

And how about peaceful Iraq which attacked Muslim Iran and Muslim Kuwait which resulted in over one million deaths? This number does not include the murders by Iraq of its Kurdish and Shi’ite Muslim citizens.

Then their is our ally Turkey where the “good” Turkish Muslims are killing those other “good” Muslims, the Kurds. Let’s not forget our other ally,  Saudi Arabia which is financing Islamic terrorism worldwide, and was the home of most of the 9-11 bombers.

In Lebanon, the stronghold of the Hizbollah and other terrorist gangs, it  requires a 40,000-strong Syrian army to keep the more peaceful Arabs from murdering each other as they did during their 15-year civil war. In Syria itself, the government showed the Muslim Brotherhood who was boss when they leveled a city and killed 20,000 of their own people. That was an example of peaceful Islam, big time.

Then there is Yemen, a sort of ally in the war on terrorism. That’s where American tourists and diplomats have been attacked and the U.S.S. Cole, and a French oil tanker were bombed. To curry favor with the U. S. the Yemeni Government has imprisoned   the sons and other relatives of tribal leaders to insure their willing help in the war on terrorism. 

In a comment quoted in The New York Times, a Yemeni sheik explains why the tribesmen would not shelter wanted terrorists: “Those who make war against Allah and his apostle and spread disorder in the land shall be put to death or crucified or have their hands and feet cut off on alternative sides or be banished from the land.  They shall be held in shame in this world and sternly punished in the next.” 

The Prophet couldn’t have said it better himself.

Even those very peaceful Gulf States that are incapable of picking up a rifle in their own defense are spending billions on obtaining the most sophisticated Western weaponry. To whom do they plan to give these weapons and against whom are they supposed to be used? Is the name Israel enough of a hint?

In Egypt, the grandsons of the Pharaohs and the sons of Muhammad have armed themselves to the teeth in preparation for the next attack on Israel. While they are preparing for the big war, they have been conducting small wars against Israel by    arming and training the Palestinian Arabs. Of course, these activities have not deterred them from continuing to murder Copts, tourists and each other in Egypt.

Let’s go south of the border down Sudanese way. The Muslim slavers of the Sudan have temporarily halted their war against the Christians and animists while they are absorbing several hundred million U. S. dollars meant to build another crazy “peace process.” You can bet that they’ll be back to fighting real soon.

As long as we’re in Africa, we should take note of the on-going Muslim-Christian conflicts in Nigeria where a beauty contest set off the latest chain of ugly events. These deaths merely added to the thousands who already have been killed. In this largest country in black Africa, the Muslims are trying to impose their religious law on the non-Muslim population, peacefully, of course. There are other Muslim-on-Muslim and Muslim-on-Christian conflicts, surely all peaceful, on the dark continent, that barely make a blip on the UN’s radar screen.

Oops, I almost forgot Islamic North Africa.  While Khadafy has been keeping a low profile, Libya is involved in some dangerous—to the rest of the world—weapons of mass destruction testing projects. 

In Algeria the locals no longer need the French to murder them—they’re doing a marvelous job on their own. At the last count, these peaceful Muslims had murdered well over 100,000 of their own people. But I don’t recall a Security Council meeting being called to remedy this on-going bloodbath. 

In Tunisia, local al Qaeda people tried to set fire to an ancient synagogue but only succeeded in incinerating a busload of German tourists. 

Now, let’s take the road to Morocco where the government recently sent troops to occupy a Spanish island but backed off when Spain confronted them. Jews living in two Spanish cities on the Moroccan coast have been subjected to violent behavior by their Moroccan neighbors. Also, the Moroccans have sent troops in the past to help their brother Muslims fight against Israel. Even though Jews still live in Morocco, there is no telling when the government or the people will turn even less peaceful.

From the dark continent south, let’s look at the dark continent north—also known as Europe. Starting in the east, who can overlook the family feud between those two peaceful peoples, the Chechens  and the Russians? I believe the Russians would not have become militarily involved unless the Chechens gave them ample cause. Now, the Russians are leveling Chechen cities and the Chechens have become theatre critics. Unfortunately, this group of peaceful Muslim critics put the audience in their critical gun sights rather than the play. If it’s true that all that the Chechens want is freedom for their land, why are they fighting in Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghanistan?  

Speaking of Bosnia and Kosovo, remember that we’ve got lots of troops there to keep the peaceful Christians away from the peaceful Muslims. Remember when the Clinton Administration, as well as the junior senator from Connecticut thought that the Kosovo Liberation Army were just like the Americans at Valley Forge? What they should have known was that the KLA was another gang of murderous Albanian Muslims supported by similarly inclined Arabs, Chechens and Afghanis. You can bet that our soldiers will be stuck there for a long, long time.

If the Balkans seem far removed from our spheres of interest, this is what Daniel Pipes, a leading scholar of Islam says about the situation in Denmark.“ A Muslim organization there announced that a $30,000 bounty would be paid for the murder of several prominent Danish Jews...Third world immigrants—mostly Muslims from countries such as Turkey, Somalia, Pakistan, Lebanon and Iraq—constitute 5 percent of the population but consume upwards of 40 percent of the welfare spending... Muslims are only 4 percent of the population but make up the majority of the convicted rapists...Similar disproportions are found in other crimes...

They have conducted anti-Jewish riots...One organization openly calls on Muslims to kill all Jews wherever they find them...A recent Islamic edict called for driving all Danes out of a Copenhagen neighborhood.” And this list goes on and on. And it’s happening throughout Europe. 

Here is what the well-known Italian journalist, Oriana Fallaci wrote about the Muslims that are inundating Italy. She complains that the officials of Florence—“the capital of art, culture and beauty”—do not discourage those arrogant guests that hurt and humiliate the city: “the Albanians, the Sudanese, the Bengalis, the Tunisians, the Algerians, the Pakistanis, the Nigerians who with much fervor contribute to the drug business and to prostitution which seem not to be forbidden by the Koran.

“They are on the Ponte Vecchio where every so often they attack by stabbing or with handguns. On the square of the Church of San Lorenzo where they get drunk with wine and beer and liquor, hypocritical race, and where they speak obscenities to the women.”  

“It happens in the other cities. In Turin, for example. The Turin which created Italy and which by now does not even seem to be an Italian city. It seems to be Algiers, Dacca, Nairobi, Damascus, Beirut.” 

If Oriana Fallaci’s words are a cry from the heart, what can we say about what the Arabs are doing to Israel—or what they have done to the United States?

After reviewing the record, there can be no doubt in anyone’s mind as to the real Islam. Please stand up Mr. Usama bin Laden. You represent the real Islam—it is, and always has been, the religion of strife, aggression, murder, coercion, violence, hatred and falsehood.

Yes, my friends, the Torah had it right from the start about the Arabs and their heirs:  “you will call his name Ishmael....And he will be a wild ass of a man—his hand against all, the hand of all against him.”
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