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A  LIVING  WAGE
How many times over the past 70 years have the anti-worker forces, always claiming to represent small business but invariably funded by big business, predicted a national

catastrophe if the minimum wage went up a couple of pennies? And how many times

were they proved wrong when the increase in the minimum did not force small businesses to close or result in job losses for low wage workers? As far as I recall, the

answer is never in the literally dozens of times that this has been an issue.

Once again, we are faced with the same issue under the name of a "living wage" and

once again the big business defenders of small business are dredging up the same

bogus arguments. Despite the influence of a fuzzy math administration in Washington,

most Americans understand that higher pay scales help make for a healthier economy

by giving more people more spendable income. This is over and above the humanitarian

issue of providing workers in the world's richest country with a "living wage". The

CEOs and sports heroes with their  multimillion  dollar packages should be leading the parade in favor of such legislation.

EXPERIENCE REWARDED, SEND CURRICULUM VITAE

One of our subscribers pointed out that a number of suicide bombers have not carried out their missions as a result of  their own ineptness or Israeli alertness. This must be extremely disappointing to the Arab bomb carriers who have had their quick path to heaven blocked so unceremoniously. This subscriber suggested a way that The Diogenes

Report could help overcome these disappointments while, at the same time,  helping the

Israelis. And we are glad to oblige. We are willing to hire and pay a living wage plus a bonus to all successful suicide bombers whose practical experience takes place in Jenin

or Ramallah. We invite their families to e-mail the curriculum vitae of their deceased

relative including three references attesting to their successful test run. 

In order to qualify for Mohammedan heaven, as well as for the living wage and bonus,

the bombers should imagine that they are in Tel Aviv instead of Jenin or Ramallah.

IS RECESSION GENETIC?

George Bush, the elder, who wasn't quite sure what a supermarket is, was blown out of office by a recession. Now, it's his son, "W", who is embroiled in a recession. "W" has

been quick to tell the unemployed that he feels their pain. After all, he comes from a small town in Texas where the farm and ranch people who are close to the land depend

on the vagaries of nature for their livelihood . Yes, and we know that he went through 

Yale as part of an Establishment-mandated, affirmative action program that was specially tailored for IQ-challenged young WASPS. And he has told us that he was once temporarily unemployed--when a prospective employer didn't recognize his lineage. 

But there is something about recession that sticks to Bush DNA. Maybe the stem cell research will explain it more fully. Maybe not.

THE HUMORIST PHILOSOPHER

When I named this report after the Greek philosopher,  I based the selection of the

name on Diogenes' well-known search for the truth. Upon further reflection, I realized

that this report searches for the truth with a strong touch of humor just as Diogenes did.

While his fellow Athenians did not much take to the cynical philosophers led by Diogenes, it tells me that these Greeks did not have much of a sense of humor. Which

may have given rise to the old saying: "beware of Greeks bearing jokes". 

Diogenes made his point about how difficult it is to find an honest man using the very

funny and clever technique of carrying around a lantern on a sunny day. Another humorous observation about the true meaning of power took  place when he met 

Alexander the Great. Alexander was much impressed with Diogenes' reputation

and decided that he must meet the famous philosopher. When they met, Alexander

said: "I am the most powerful man in the world and I will do for you anything you 

wish". Diogenes looked up at the sun and responded: "That sunbeam is bothering me,

will you please move it”. Two and a half millennia later and the one liners on TV

still haven't caught up with Diogenes.

MAKING IT TO THE AVENUE…THE HARD WAY

A number of years ago Sam Kirshner and I were attending a funeral at Beth David cemetery and Sam, looking up at the road sign in the cemetery  that read "Madison Avenue", remarked: "this will be the only way that I'll get to "Madison Avenue".

Madison Avenue in New York City was at one time the Great White Way of the world's

largest advertising agencies. Sam , of course, was an advertising man and the driving

force behind Zam & Kirshner, a small but creative ad agency that opened for business on 42nd Street in  1957.  As the ad manager of an electronics company, I became one of their earliest clients. The agency's good work on our ads and brochures helped our company grow. We continued our relationship despite the desire of the conglomerate that acquired our company to shift to a large, "national" agency.

Over the years, Z & K moved around midtown from 42nd and 5th to 7th Avenue to 42nd

and 3rd Avenue--always just missing Madison Avenue. Even after I left my company,

Sam and I and our families visited with each other and remained good friends. Eventually, New York City's skyrocketing rents drove Sam and Iz Zam, the "Z" in 

Z  & K out to Great Neck on Long Island. It was at that point that I became an almost

full time freelancer for the agency. In addition to handling several of the agency's clients

plus my own accounts, I ran all of the public relations for the agency.

The wheel had turned all the way around. Originally, the agency worked for me and now

I was working for the agency. While most of the time the relationship was smooth, there

were occasions where Sam and I, both emotionally charged personalities would go

toe-to-toe--verbally. But we never lost our love and respect for each other.

Even before he and Iz formed their own agency, Sam had a distinguished history. During World War II, he was an infantry point man and scout in Patton's Third Army which

fought across France and Germany and where Sam earned two Purple Hearts. After

the war Sam completed his degree at CCNY, earned a law degree, and still found time to run Zionist meetings for the incipient State of Israel.. But it was advertising that attracted him. It was after working at an ad agency where he met Is, that they decided to embark on their own adventure as entrepreneurs.

I retired in 1996 and Sam and Iz sold the agency in 1997 after forty years in business

as one of the pioneering technology agencies. Remember, that the life average of a 

small ad agency is just over four years. When they sold the agency, it was located in

Garden City, New York--further away than ever from Madison Avenue.

Yesterday, September 3, 2001 in his 76th year, Sam Kirshner made it to Madison Avenue

in Beth David cemetery.  There were no cheers--only tears.

TURNING  A  BLIND  EYE  CAN  LEAD  TO  A  FATAL  DISEASE
I find it interesting that the "western world" has to be dragged into the recognition

of the evil that is Islam or, if I were more generous, I might call it Moslem fanaticism.

We read about it and see it through the media in the form of the Arab suicide bomber or Arab parents sending their children into the line of fire. Now we are learning, through the UN war crimes tribunal, about this phenomenon in Bosnia where they are called Islamic "holy warriors". Thousands of these marauding murderers were brought into Bosnia from Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iran and other Moslem countries and supported by Iran

and America's ally, "moderate" Saudi Arabia--living proof that the concept of a moderate Arab nation is an oxymoron.

When they had completed their carnage in Bosnia, many moved on to become part of the Kosovo Liberation Army, which President Clinton, as well as the Democratic candidates for President and Vice President supported against the Serbs. Now remnants of these Islamic "holy warriors" along with the Albanian Moslems are fighting to undermine the 

government of Macedonia. Islam is a spreading disease and a great argument for bringing

back imperialism.

But nostalgia aside, we know what happens to an individual when he or she refuses to

take action against  a deadly disease. History also shows us the penalties that nations

must pay when they allow a global disease to flourish. The antidote requires extremely

radical measures to halt such a pandemic. It required World War II to put a stop to Germany and Japan when their disease could have been cured with minimal effort if

treated earlier. Let the West keep turning a blind eye to the Islamic disease and it will

flow  in through their doors and windows and the flow of oil will still be turned off.

WARNING SHOTS

When he settled in the United States, the comedian Yaacov  Smirnoff joked what he liked best in the U. S. compared to Russia was "warning shots". Warning shots also appear to be Israel's favorite military response to Arab warfare. To the chagrin of much of the Israeli populace there is no follow-up to the warning shots.

I have a proposal to demonstrate to the Israeli people just of how effective these warning

shots--the destruction of empty buildings-- really are despite the danger they carry to the lives of Israeli airmen and loss of aircraft. Let the Israeli air force target the Prime Minister's offices and launch a couple of missiles at the structure. Of course, the Prime 

Minister and his advisors would be given three minutes warning so that they could evacuate the building. After the attack, Israelis would be invited to see for themselves

how much carnage has been inflicted by the attack. 

If this is not an effective warning, the 3-hour warning given to the Arabs and the 

3-minutes to the Prime Minister might have to be reduced to 2 minutes. I always 

try to be helpful. 

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world's press and comments by Diogenes

Swarm That Killed Beekeeper Wasn't Killer Bees

With friendly bees like that, who needs enemies.

Here's One Treaty That The  Bush Team Loves, To Death 

No, it's not the Anzus Treaty, it's the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (1848). That's the one where Mexico gave up its claim to Texas, and, oh yes, California.

Rabbis Launch Anti-Gossip Drive
Are stories about smuggling diamonds and ecstasy pills, faking yeshiva enrollments

to milk funds from the government considered gossip?

State Lawmaker Starts 4-Month Sentence For Drunken Driving

The first item on his agenda is prison reform

Mother Teresa Had Exorcism Performed On Her, Archbishop. Says

Her HMO didn't pay for it because it was an experimental treatment.

Bank Official: Workers Hid Thousands Of Returns Because They Felt Harried

Almost as harried as the taxpayers who rushed to mail the forms before the deadline.

Former Bank Teller Convicted In West Haven Embezzlement
What do you mean former?  Americans deserve a second chance.

Leaders At Racism Summit Address Middle East, Slavery Reparations
How much reparations are the biggest slavers in world history--the Arabs--

planning to manumit in reparations?

Mexico's Fox Promises Not To Fail Country
Mexico doesn't need a Senor Fox, it needs a Senor Mongoose 

to eliminate the vipers in its power structure

One Final Compromise Bid In Durban

I'm compromising.  I won't call the Arabs the biggest slavers in world history.

I'll modify it to the biggest slavers in the 20th and 21st Centuries. I'm a reasonable man.

New DNA Evidence In Hoffa Disappearance

Oops! It's Gary Condit's DNA.

Bats Evicted From Wallingford Church
Religious sectarianism rears its ugly head. Were they Protestant bats or Catholic bats?

QUOTES  I  LIKE

Education has produced a vast population able to read but unable to distinguish 

what is worth reading.

G. M. Trevelyan

The kind of people who always go on about whether a thing is in good taste

invariably have very bad taste.

Joe Orton

One has to look out for engineers--they begin with sewing machines 

and end up with the atomic bomb.

Marcel Pagnol

As with the Christian religion, the worst advertisement for Socialism is its adherents.

George Orwell

Burn the libraries, for their value is in this one book (the Koran).

Caliph Omar, at the capture of Alexandria

The Koran: Mohammed's Mein Kampf

Emanuel L. Strunin

The original writer is not one who does not imitate others, 

but he who can be imitated by none.

de Chateaubriand

We have need of history…not to fall back into it, but to see if we can escape from it.

Jose Ortega y Gasset

One of the striking differences between a cat and a lie is that a cat only has nine lives.

Mark Twain
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