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MISPLACED OPTIMISM

Every time I  write a piece critical of Israel’s policies-- or lack of policies—which also are policies, I think that I will have to modify the criticism in a day or two, because the Israeli government is going to change its senseless approach. I am correct about the need to modify my criticism because in a day or two their changed policy is even more senseless and requires even harsher criticism,

The following commentary illustrates my dilemma. After three days of non-retaliation retaliation and the “threats” of IDF commanders that they were not finished with the Palestinians, and the cabinet vote that the Palestinian Authority was essentially a terror entity, I was expecting, with pleasure, to do a rewrite. However, General Sharon gave

Mr. Arab-rat an additional 12 hours of non-retaliation retaliation to arrest the terrorists.

Why, that’s enough time to organize four suicide terror attacks.

Screw optimism when it comes to Israel!

WHY NOT REAL  RETALIATION?

Prime Minister Sharon used strong language in his declaration of war on Arab terrorists.

Why, then, was his retaliation so weak? While our TV screens were aflame and the TV newsmen and commentators screamed about massive Israeli retaliation, the reality on the ground was much different. The IDF continued its long-time policy of blowing up empty buildings. Oh yes, there was one new move—they destroyed two of Yasser Arab-rat’s “personal” unmanned helicopters.

I did not hear one American newsman or Mid-East expert note that empty buildings 

and unmanned helicopters do not carry out suicide bombing attacks. A few Israelis 

have pointed out that this initial “retaliation” is a Hollywood show.. It’s purpose is 

to give witless Israelis and American Jews the illusion that something is being done 

about terrorism; to let the U. S. Government know that Israel hasn’t broken away 

from its leash; and to let the Arabs know that there will be no serious retaliation, 

but that they should cool it for a couple of weeks.

Pure Hollywood

As part of the Hollywood scenario, President Bush and Secretary Colon Bowel agreed

That it was natural for Israel to retaliate after the spate of suicide bombings. Bowel was quick to add that both sides would have to live with the consequences of what they did next. A still small voice to remind  Sharon not to overdo the retaliation.

As for the Palestinians, while secure in the knowledge that they would not get the treatment they deserved, they were free to go through their pro forma wailing and accusing Israel of  trying to derail the  peace agreement.

Meanwhile, in Israel, some of the natives whose hearts are not in Moscow or Oslo, are getting restless after continually seeing their kids, their mother and fathers, sisters and

brothers and grandparents being blown to  pieces or shot or stoned. So the IDF is again ordered to cut off the West Bank and put a closure on the Arab cities. An IDF general quickly states that food, fuel and medical supplies will be allowed in. Perhaps the Defense Minister should reprimand the officer for not adding that building supplies to repair the empty buildings also will be allowed in. Since these blockades never last more than a

few days, there was really no need to mention building equipment. As an afterthought, have the Israelis stopped supplying weapons to the Arabs?

The General  is now free to go back to preventing Jews from worshipping at the Machpela Cave.

An  Insane  Policy

Every aspect of the “retaliation”, so far, is geared toward not punishing the people responsible for participating in and supporting terrorism against the people of Israel.

There is only one proven way to eliminate terrorism and that is to eliminate the terrorists

--both those directly and indirectly involved. You can leave all the headquarters and mosques standing –just wipe out the all of the perpetrators and supporters who are in those structures. I’m talking about the 76% of the Palestinians who, in a recent survey, said that they favor suicide bombings against the Israelis. Eliminate them, otherwise 

your loud and clear message is: send more suicide bombers
In the face of all that has happened, I ask why is Sharon so paralyzed? The answer I 

usually get is wait, look at his record in past wars, he must have a powerful plan up his sleeve. To me that argument makes no sense. He claimed to have a plan when he ran for office—which obviously he did not. He has been paralyzed while overseeing the murders of almost 300 Jews.  

Perhaps there are political factors that are influencing him. 

Maybe the American Government is pressuring him to go easy on the Palestinians on behalf of the Saudis. The U. S. is the only country that can have such powerful influence on Israel. Yet this seems to be the best time ever to embark on a real war against terrorism just like America appears to be doing. In the light of the current climate in the U. S. including the public antipathy to Arabs, our government would find it awkward to

object to an effective Israeli retaliation. Apart from the administration, strong support would come from the Congress.

Maybe he believes it is important to keep the pro-Arab Labor Party in the government. This also does not make much sense. Sharon has enough votes to govern without the Labor Party and even Labor’s rank and file is opposed to its leader’s left-wing policies.

Further, Sharon’s landslide victory reflected the desire of the electorate for a strong government and opposition to concessions to the Arabs. 

Is All Politics Local or Personal?

Perhaps something personal is motivating Sharon’s paralysis.

Maybe he has become fearful in his old age. Maybe he has been told that the CIA will assassinate him if he invokes a real retaliation. Maybe he has become obsessed with winning the Nobel Peace Prize. Maybe he has been converted to the policies of Shimon Peres. Maybe he suffers from bouts of depression and can no longer think clearly. 

Maybe he is being blackmailed by a foreign power not to retaliate. Maybe he has been secretly converted to Islam or to the Society of Friends.

While all these maybes may seem fanciful, we have learned belatedly from history 

that  world leaders are not often what they seem to most people. Also, national and international actions are seldom based on the reasons that most people see as cause and effect. Only long after they are gone do we learn about the lack of knowledge, lack  of  leadership  and aberrations of the world’s decision makers.

Maybe, decisions are being made in Israel by another leader who—like many a-world leader-- cannot get started in the morning without consuming a fifth of scotch, smoking 

a pack of cigarettes, snorting some coke, having his dog piss on his leg, and then foggily staggering through a day of making critical judgments.   I hope not.

ACROSS MY RADAR SCREEN

Walter Rogers is now the pool TV correspondent in Afghanistan. Based on his bias in favor of the Palestinian terrorists when he was the CNN bureau chief in Israel lets keep an eye out on how he treats Osama bin Laden and the Taliban.

Shimon Peres, who, as usual, is almost in touch with reality proclaimed that Israel’s enemy is terror, not the Palestinians, The world’s criminologists are studying this idea

carefully  to determine how they can jail  crimes while allowing  criminals to go free.

George Will lists a daisy chain of futile stumblebums who have gone to the Middle East

to arrange “peace” or a “truce” between  Israel and the Arabs. He starts with the current 

hopeful, Anthony Zinni and goes back through George Tenet, George Mitchell, 

Dennis Ross and into the murkiness of Oslo and Madrid. How soon will General Zinni

become one of those expert talking head consultants on TV?

	ISLAM MEANS PEACE IN ARABIC: LET’S LOOK AT IT IN ENGLISH

THE FIRST 200 YEARS OF ISLAMIC PEACE (A PARTIAL LIST)



	612-Muhammad begins 

teaching Islam

684-Marwan I becomes Caliph 

after Arab civil war 

630-Muhammad captures

Mecca

692-Arabs crush Byzantines at 

Sevastopol

632-Muhammad defeats many Arab tribes

698-Arabs seize Carthage 

632-34-Abu Bakr, first caliph subdues Arab revolts

699-Revolt of Kharijites and Shi’ites 

crushed by Omayyads

633-Arabs invade Iraq

705-15-Arabs extend conquests to Aral Sea

636-Arabs defeat Syria

708-15-Arabs invade the Punjab in India

637-Arabs capture Jerusalem

711-15-Arabs invade and control Spain

639-Arabs seize Mesopotamia

717-18-Arabs besiege 

Constantinople

640-Arabs invade Egypt

720-Arabs invade France

642-Arabs conquer Persian Empire

724-43-Arabs devastate Gujarat, India

643-Arabs conquer Egypt

720-25-Civil wars shake Arab Empire

644-Caliph Omar murdered

732-Muslims defeated at Tours in France

648-49-Arabs conquer Cyprus

740-1036-Indian cities unite against Muslims

653-Arabs conquer  Armenia 

747-Abbasids revolt against Omayyad rule

655-Arabs destroy Byzantine fleet

751-52-Byzantines fight Arabs in Armenia

656-Caliph Othman murdered, succeeded by Muhammad’s cousin Ali, opposed by Omayyads

782-83-Arabs threaten Constantinople

658-Omayyad governor of

Syria revolts, seizes Egypt

787-Arabs capture Kabul

661-Caliph Ali murdered,

Omayyad Dynasty founded

804-06-Arabs attack Asia Minor, Cyprus

670-Arabs control North Africa to Algeria

827-Muslims invade Sicily

676-Arab armies advance to Samarkand

677-Arab fleet smashed, Constantinople saved




NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

The Stamford, CT police arrested Charles Nails, a hardware store employee,

 for stealing hammers.

Shawn Honorable, who was expelled from high school for participating

in a brawl continued to have “minor scrapes with the law”

QUOTES I LIKE

One nice thing about egotists: They don’t talk about other people.

Lucille S. Harper

Forgive me my nonsense as I also forgive the nonsense of those 

who think they talk sense.

Robert Frost

If an opera ( or a Broadway musical) cannot be played by an organ-grinder, 

it is not going to achieve immortality.

Thomas Beecham  (Emanuel Strunin)

The most essential gift for a good writer is a built-in, shock-proof shit detector.

Ernest Hemingway

Diplomat: A person who can be disarming even though his country isn’t.

Sidney Brody

There is a limit at which forbearance ceases to be a virtue.

Edmund Burke

Money is a good servant but a dangerous master.

Bonhours

 Comments welcome: elscomm@earthlink.com

To add your name to our free subscriber list or 

cancel your subscription: elscomm@earthlink.net
