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30 YEARS OF INCOMPETENCE

The last time an Israeli Government demonstrated any sign of competence was in 

1967 during the planning and conducting of the Six Day War. It may be that the 

brilliant achievement of June ’67 and the arrogance that it engendered, poisoned 

forever Israel’s ability to function in the changing world of geopolitics and military capabilities.

Since 1967, it has all been downhill for the leaders of the Jewish state. In 1973, Israel’s

political and military leadership was oblivious to the obvious dangers presented by

Egypt and Syria. I blame this on arrogance as demonstrated by Moshe Dayan’s remark that Israel could handle Egypt with the six tanks it had patrolling the Suez Canal. 

Some defenders of the government attribute Israel’s unwillingness to carry out a preemptive strike against the Egyptians to American pressure and misinformation.

That’s a cop out. The leaders of the nation are responsible for the nation’s welfare.

They cannot blame their failings on another country.

It was only a blip on the world’s radar screen, but the War of Attrition conducted by

Egypt against Israeli positions in the Sinai was an early sign that Israel was sliding into

a leadership abyss. No other country would have stood for this treatment for a week,

much less for months.

Ready or Not

The vaunted IDF leadership also was deeply and directly responsible for the terrible

casualties that the Israelis suffered. Military intelligence fell flat on its face. Syrian 

armor had night fighting capabilities when Israel tanks did not. Egypt’s Russian 

supplied anti-aircraft missiles caught Israel by surprise. And the creator of the 

Bar Lev Line never seemed to have heard about the Maginot Line.

The only thing that saved Israel from destruction was the bodies and blood of too many

Jewish heroes.

Billy’s Brother Jimmy

Then, the Begin government gives back every inch of blood-soaked ground without 

obtaining any obligation on the part of Egypt not to arm itself for the next round. Of course, there was tremendous pressure for the this arrangement by the bible-thumping, 

Arab-loving  humanitarian Jimmy Carter and his gang. Now, with Egypt armed to

the teeth and beset by roiling internal problems, the 20 years of cold peace may 

well be coming to an end. But the bottom line is that the fault lies with the Israelis.

Then we go to Lebanon where Israel gets bogged down by piecemeal tactics that were

dictated more by the remonstrations of the U. S. and Europe than by its need to finish 

off the PLO with minimal Israeli casualties. The long involvement in Lebanon coupled with the Israeli casualties encouraged the snakes of the left and anti-Zionism to emerge

from their holes and divide the country. And, in the end, Arab-rat terrorists were 

allowed to escape. The weakness and half-measures that Israel showed in Lebanon

led directly to unnecessary Israeli casualties, as well as the growth of  Hizbullah and the aggressions of the PLA and Hamas in Israel at the present time.

Let’s revisit Oslo. It made no sense from day one. You cannot run a country successfully and operate on the basis of the world as you would like it to be instead of how it is. The Jewish soul, twisted by 2000 years of abuse, is attracted to the world as it should be as

its default position. Unfortunately, the Jews always suffer for their separation from reality. The first time the Arabs violated the Oslo agreement the alarm bells should 

have gone off. But the Israelis were unwilling to hear them—the first time, the second time, the third, and they kept ringing. Not only were the Marxist, Buberian and many right wing and religious Israelis unwilling to see that the world of Oslo was collapsing around them, they were unwilling to hear the warnings of those that do see the world 

as it is. By the way, the U. S. did not need two Pearl Harbors. Lets see if we need two

9-11s. 

So, since the Arabs squatting in the Land of Israel did not get the broken bones and 

bloody noses that they earned, they have continued to commit outrage after outrage.

And the nature of the Israeli response tells these Arabs that it is acceptable for them 

to continue their behavior which would be unacceptable in any other nation—

western or Moslem, democratic or Arab. 

The leaders of Israel have raised their level of incompetence to an Olympic standard

not only in their relations with the Arabs but in the way economic and social issues are handled. The percentage of Israelis who are forced to live below the poverty line is 

shameful for a so-called advanced country. It is not the government that is responsible 

for Israel’s technological prowess but the ingenuity and drive of the Jews. Government

policies—which often are a combination of Levantine and Marxist approaches--are 

more likely to be stumbling blocks than growth engines.

There were outstanding visionaries, planners, doers and leaders who launched the

State of Israel. Now the nation appears to be saddled with incompetents whose only

raison d’etre is to be called a leader. 

THE CRITICS OF HISTORY ARE WRONG

The so-called “modern” critics of history are wrong in claiming that history does 

not repeat itself and there is nothing to learn from it. Of course, history repeats itself

when it is the honest record of individual and community and national human behavior. Since there has been no basic change in human behavior as far back as the preserved record goes, why shouldn’t history repeat itself when human behavior repeats itself?

To support my contention, I submit the following 

two snapshots of the historical record: 

(1) In 628 C. E. during Muhammad’s very harsh war against the Jews of 

Khaybar, the largest Jewish settlement in Arabia, the prophet sent disguised guests to the homes of the community leaders who then murdered their hosts.

(2) In 2001 C. E., the prophet’s adherents sent disguised guests to America,

who then murdered thousands of their hosts.

“PREEMPTIVE” REVISITED 

The United States plans to sell Egypt advanced missiles which will put Israeli cities

and towns at immediate risk. The target for these missiles is self-evident since there 

is no other purpose for these weapons except to strike at Israel. If you have any doubts

about this, ask yourself if Libya, the Sudan, Jordan, Cyprus or Yasser Arab-rat’s 

enclaves are potential targets.

Couple this with threatening statements from Egyptian military and political leaders about Israel and the continuing stream of anti-Israel hate messages that come from the controlled Egyptian media and Muslim clerics and one can sense that a stage is being 

set.

Additionally, the classic pattern for igniting a war is heating up in Egypt. Internal

problems of major proportions have often been the catalyst for a country going to

war against its neighbors. And Hosni Mubarak’s government is faced with a rising 

tide of internal problems that, at least, in the short run can be papered over by a

war. Obviously, a war  which, this time, they think they can win.

Egypt’s universities are pumping out thousands of graduates who have no hope of

productive  employment  in the country. Of course many of them emigrate, but a 

great many more remain to join the disaffected. Too much coupling coupled with an economy that is on the verge of collapse has created unemployment and underemployment that is approaching catastrophic proportions. Large numbers of

the victims of the Egyptian economy are attracted to the siren song of Muslim clerics

who promise a better world if Egypt was more Islamic. 

Over the years we have seen where Islamic religion and politics has led in Egypt--

murders of foreign tourists, murders of Coptic Christians and murders of government

officials—including Anwar Sadat. The Egyptian Government has not stood idly by

in the face of these attacks. It executed and imprisoned many of the fundamentalists

involved in the anti-government actions and organizations. As matter of fact, the

Egyptian Government has been so effective in its internal suppression that the

fundamentalists are turning their attention to other targets such as the U. S. and

other involvements, such as al Qaeda

Despite its efforts to control the fundamentalist organizations, the tide of Islamicism

is rising. Basically, having given up on improving the economy, the Egyptian 

leadership is directing the people’s attention to evil Israel, the wellspring of all Arab problems. The continuous and vicious attacks from the government controlled media—and it’s all controlled—and the religious leaders are raising the hatred of Israel to new levels. Now this venomous tide is being joined by comments from military and government officials.

Most American aid is going into the military and not to prop up Egypt’s economy.

Common, as well as uncommon sense points up the intended purpose of this military

buildup. The land of the Pharaohs desperately needs its people to rally ‘round the flag

and what could be a more motivating battle cry than to return those escaped slaves

to a fitting position?

Now those escaped slaves can wait for the axe to fall as they did on the Day of

Atonement in 1973, or they could carry out a preemptive strike as they did

successfully in 1967. There are many military targets in the land of the Pharaohs,

as well as, at least one huge economic target. Dust off the old “preemptive” folder.

.

ACROSS MY RADAR SCREEN

It was reported that Ben Eliezer, the Israeli Defense Minister, stated that the cabinet’s

designating the Palestinian Authority as a terrorist group was “a joke”. He is being 

taken to task by some members of the Knesset, but I think that he hit the nail on the 

head. As a matter of fact, I believe that the laugh track on the cabinet’s move is being played in all of the Arab capitals. What could be funnier than calling a group”terrorist” then giving them another day to do what they haven’t tried to do in eight years. 

It’s a real knee-slapper.

Some in the Sharon government are complaining about the “fake” arrests the PA is

carrying out. They shouldn’t complain, the “fake” arrests are a perfect match for the 

“fake” retaliation being carried out by the Israeli Government.

I guess now that Arab-rat is busy incarcerating Hamas terrorists, he doesn’t have the 

time or resources to prevent his operative from shooting at Gilo from Beit Jala. With

his illnesses and all of the international pressure he’s under, you can’t blame him for 

this oversight. But you can blame General Sharon who continues to allow buildings to stand in Beit Jala and to allow people to live in those buildings.

Poor Attorney General Ashcroft is caught on the horns of a dilemma. He doesn’t

know whether to crack down on suspected terrorists or upset his friends in the 

National Rifle Association. The good old boys want to keep the names of gun owners secret, but so do the good old Mohammads. How does he separate the two “good olds”?

A week ago, General Zinni threatened to stay in the Middle East as long as was 

necessary to arrange a truce. Then, he threatens to leave immediately if the 

Arabs don’t stop their terror attacks. He appeared to be quick learner, but as time 

goes on he seems to have the same IQ level as his predecessors.

Is it true that many Afghans are returning to support the Taliban 

when they don’t like the food rations being dropped by the Americans?

With all the care that the Bush administration put into translating the Bin Laden tape from Arabic to English, you would think that they might put some effort in translating

the Arab speeches of that other arch-terrorist, Mr. Arab-rat into English so that the American people will know what he is really saying.

When will the Jewish Defense League leaders realize that half of their members 

are FBI informers? In typical Jewish fashion they are stroking their chins and asking 

the question, ah, which half?”

I have been asked innumerable times, “what is the purpose of bombing 

empty buildings?” While I cannot supply a definitive answer, I can offer

some possible reasons. Perhaps Sharon has a secret deal with the bin Laden 

Construction Company to share in the profits from rebuilding the structures eventually. Or , he might have an under-the-table deal with an Arab leasing agent to share in the rental profits

as office space becomes scarce. Then again , it may be his background as an

army man makes him jealous of airmen and he wants to put Israeli pilots in

harm’s way by sending them out on unnecessary missions. Maybe he has a

secret agreement with Colon Bowel not to harm any Arabs. Or as Lyndon

Johnson was wont to say, maybe Peres has Ariel’s pecker in his pocket.

Never accuse Diogenes of not trying to shine his lantern in every corner. 

 A little historical note alerted me to the fact that even in 1654, the lights of

New Amsterdam /New York attracted a moth. Do a little research  for the explanation.
ODE TO AFGHANISTAN

One hundred years, and more ago,

Rudyard Kipling told us so,

A mountain land, a Muslim horror,

Where even camels have more honor,

There are no friends to get to know,

All its people are your foe, 

So hang’em, shoot’em, stone’m, turd’em,

But don’t take up the white man’s burden.

(It rhymes somewhat better in Pashtun and Arabic)

NAMES

Names that fit and don’t.

Leading the attack on the hunters who were brought in thin out the 

deer population in a nature preserve in Fairfield County, Connecticut 

was  Priscilla Feral, president of Friends of Animals

The 3rd place all-around winner at the National Rodeo Finals this year

is Jesse Bail of  Camp Crook, South Dakota.

SHORT STORY TITLES

I create the titles; you write the stories.

+I Was Winston Churchill’s Speech Writer

+Spelunking With Osama And The Mullah

+Flights Of Fancy In An Unmanned Drone

+Massaging A Belly-Up Dot Com

+The First Jewish Mayor Of Mecca

+The Traveling Salesman And The Greek Farmer’s Son
HEADLINES AND COMMENTS
Headlines from the world’s press and comments by  Diogenes.

Nobel Laureates Seek Release Of Opposition Leader In Myanmar

I did not note the name of that saintly laureate, Mr. Y. Arab-rat on the list.

Drastic Shifts In Climate Are Likely Experts Warn

They notice it every time they go into a sauna.

Pope Won’t Meet With Peres

Doesn’t the Holy Father know that Shimon is a white Jew?

Some Muslims Say Tape Removes Previous Doubt

They doubted that Israel could have done it without the help of American Jews,

but they no longer doubt

Lawyer For Hamas-linked Group Is Bush Adviser On Arab-Americans

Wow! W got some humus on his face.

.

QUOTES I LIKE

O wise man, wash your hands of that friend who associates with your enemies.

Saadi

Be a pianist, not a piano.

A. R. Orage

If your wife wants to learn to drive, don’t stand in her way.

Sam Levenson

It may be that the race is not always to the swift,  nor the battle to the strong—

but that’s the way to bet.

Damon Runyon

He who puts up with insult invites injury.

Jewish proverb

We should take care not to make the intellect our god;

It has, of course, powerful muscles, but no personality.

Albert Einstein

If  you have an important point to make, don’t try to be subtle or clever.

Use a pile driver. Hit the point once. Then come back and hit it again.

Then hit it a third time—a tremendous whack.

Winston Churchill

Never try to reason the prejudice out of a man. 

It was not reasoned into him, and cannot be reasoned out.

Sydney Smith

When giving a speech: be sincere; be brief; be seated.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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