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NO ONE IS RESPONSIBLE

It was an accident, of course. I am referring to the Columbia, of course. But not all accidents are destined to happen. Many accidents can be prevented if the responsible parties take enough care to create an environment which will reduce the chance for a mishap. But, at NASA, as well as elsewhere in our society, no one is responsible.

Keep a careful eye on the investigation and you’ll realize that if as much creative effort was expended on preparing the Columbia as on finding ways to hold no individuals responsible, our seven astronauts might still be alive.

Let’s round up the usual culprits. The schedule... which put tremendous pressure on everyone associated with the launch. The reduced budget...how does anyone expect us to perform hi-tech miracles for just $20 billion a year? High personnel turnover...do you know how hard it is to attract and keep skilled personnel? And, let’s not forget the culprit that has been blamed for just about every disaster—communications. More specifically...”poor communications” or “lack of communications.”

All worthy suspects. But, please note that not one of them is a person or a human being.

Well, if you must have a human who might be held responsible, you’ve got to spread the blame around. Or give it to someone who must remain blameless. This is just what happened when 270 U. S. marines were killed in Beirut when they encamped in a completely defenseless position. The officer in charge, who most likely did not make the deployment decision, received a slight reprimand. The Secretary of Defense, who most likely did make the decision, was supposedly not in the loop. But old Ronnie “teflon” Reagan “took full responsibility.” This, of course meant that no one would be held responsible. And so it was.

And so it will be with Columbia. Despite the fact that NASA was warned about tile problems 10 years ago, they did not solve the problem. And NASA knew it was a problem during every subsequent launch and reentry. Was it 10 years of tight schedules and budget problems that kept them (I’d like to know who are “them”) from solving the problem? 

Maybe, at the Senate hearings Richard Feynman will return from the great beyond and demonstrate with a tile and a tube of crazy glue how the tiles should be attached so that they will hold, no matter what. Just like he did with the O ring during the Challenger hearings. Of course, Feynman’s explanation is something the NASA “thems” should have known in spite of scheduling pressures, reduced budgets and communications breakdowns.

Diogenes predicts that we will be hearing a great deal about poor communications between contractor personnel and NASA personnel at the Senate’s Columbia inquiry.  He further predicts that no names will be named and no humans will be held responsible for the accident. By the way, was anybody responsible for Enron and WorldCom?

NO CAUSE FOR CELEBRATION

Sharon said it himself right after his election victory and based on his dismal record, he is totally correct. I guess he will spend his new term—which may not last very long—trying to find where his mislaid his “victory plan” while Jews are killed every day. The Prime Minister is an excellent example of the “Peter Principle” in operation. Sharon was a very competent military officer who was elected or “promoted” to high political office. In this office—prime minister—he reached his level of incompetence.

We see this phenomenon often in the business world where the competent engineer is promoted to engineering manager, at which level he is incompetent—similarly the competent salesman who is promoted to sales manager. If Sharon was busted to General, he would know how to handle the Oslo intifada and end it quickly.

Since there is no leadership in Israel, Sharon must be supported while being pressured in every way possible to prevent him from selling out Israel to the Arabs and America.

THE NAME CHANGE: COVERING THEIR TRACKS ON WALL STREET

Remember when the Dow Jones and NASDAQ averages where going into orbit and the mutual funds were bragging that their managers were “stock pickers” and not just riding the uptrend of the entire market. As it turned out, the “stock pickers” were no wiser than their brethren who picked stocks by throwing a dart at the stock table pages of the Wall Street Journal.

Now these incompetents have come up with a new ploy to make us forget that they don’t deserve their seven figure salaries. Have you recently tried to find your mutual fund listed on the stock table pages of your newspaper. Oops, it’s not there. Where is it? What happened to it? Did they quietly go out of business? Then you recall. Didn’t they change the name of fund? Something about not being capable of reaching the goal implied in the fund’s name. They picked a new name which more adequately reflects the inadequacies of its mangers.

Now where in hell did I put that booklet with the fund’s new name?

NO CLASS WAR

George W. is proving by his every act that he is unalterably opposed to class warfare. In his new budget he has allocated funds to pursue tax scofflaws—the rich and the poor equally. A believer in equal rights and obligations, W undoubtedly goes along with Anatole France who said that a rich man has just as much right as a poor man to sleep under a bridge.

To assure that all Americans pay their fare share of taxes, the Treasury Department will use $100 million to gather added information on people before they qualify for the earned income tax credit which provides benefits to lower-earning Americans. To even things out $133 million will be allocated to find funds hidden offshore. Sounds like equal treatment to me. I guess those welfare queens won’t be able to hide their money in Switzerland or the Bahamas any longer—and Ken Lay better stop stuffing his income under his mattress. 

Reminds me of the story about the guy who gets a flat tire down in Texas. Every driver he waves down for help asks if he is a Republican. When he says no, they give him the finger or cuss him out. Finally, he tells a pretty young girl driving a convertible that he is a Republican and she gives him a lift. As they’re speeding along with the wind whipping through her long blond hair and her mini-skirt riding ever higher on her shapely legs, he yells for her to stop the car. As she brings the car to a screeching halt, the guy jumps out and says plaintively—I’ve only been a Republican for five minutes and I already feel like screwing somebody.

NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

Here is a first name that fits and a surname that doesn’t. From the Norwalk, CT police blotter. Police had to jump out of the way when a drunk Bridgeport man tried to back over them with a stolen car. Police pulled him over because they knew he was involved in a bar disturbance and knew that he was intoxicated. He yelled obscenities and became combative when the police approached him. After being placed in the rear of a patrol car, he kicked out a side window. He kicked and damaged the door frame of a second cruiser which took him to police headquarters. where he punched an officer in the face while in the booking cage. While Muslim clerics tell us that the word jihad means an inner spiritual struggle. This freshly minted Muslim, Mr. Jihad Akbar demonstrated the true meaning of his name Jihad. His surname—Akbar—which means mouse in Hebrew, and perhaps, in Arabic certainly does not fit his behavior.

Now, here is a name that doesn’t fit. According to the NY Times, a senior Iraqi official is quoted as threatening that Iraq and the whole region will be set ablaze by Iraqi suicide bombers in case of war. These words of chaos and destruction were offered by Mr. Holy Month, better known as Taha Yassin Ramadan, a vice president of Iraq. 

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

POLICE FIND 7-YEAR-OLD BOY DRIVING A VEHICLE
Nobody ever complained when he drove a school bus.

LAWYER ARRESTED ON LARCENY CHARGES

He was just doing what he learned in law school.

LONDON’S ECONOMY SLOWS AS BANKS FIRE 34,000 PEOPLE

And those are just the people listed in Burke’s peerage.

MASHANTUCKET PEQUOTS TRY TO REVIVE DORMANT LANGUAGE

Gaelic?

LAWMAKERS HOPE TO REMEDY HIGH MALPRACTICE COSTS

Patients should not go to the American Bar Association for the remedy.

CASINOS AND SPORTS: A GROWING ALLIANCE

Now the Mafia is writing headlines,

TESTING THE CHURCH’S INFLUENCE IN POLITICS

Can we look forward to politico pedophiles?

A STONING CASE PROCEEDS, NIGERIA STANDS TRIAL

Is it an Islamicist trial or an Islamic trial?

DEFICIT TRIPLED, LOS ANGELES ARCHDIOCESE SAYS 
The cardinal doesn’t know whether to join the border patrol and stop them at the Rio Grande or to hand out condoms at Hollywood and Vine.

STAMFORD MAN GETS 18 MONTHS FOR ROBBING PIZZA DELIVERY MAN
Lucky for him that he didn’t order the deep dish pizza because the minimum sentence on that is 5 years.

FATHER LEAVES 3-YEAR OLD SON IN DEPARTMENT STORE

Even though the warranty was up, he should have left him at the exchange counter.

ESTRADA WINS PANEL’S NOD FOR COURT OF APPEALS

The panel felt he wasn’t even worth a grunt.

SADDAM ARMS A MILLION CIVILIANS

He gave them the guns but not the bullets.

NEW JERSEYANS EXPECT DOCTORS NOT TO BE IN

Will they be out making house calls?

A CLOSER EYE ON THE WORST SEX OFFENDERS

Isn’t that voyeurism?

DEFINING PORNOGRAPHY PROVES TRICKY, EVEN IN A UTAH TOWN

It shouldn’t be a problem when the judge has four 15-year old wives.

IMMIGRANTS CLAIM HARASSMENT AT BAKERY
Achtung! More than the rolls were fresh at the Lufthansa-owned bakery.

REBELS IN COLOMBIA RELEASE 2 JOURNALISTS

If they want replacements, I can suggest some names from NPR and the NY Times

A TEST OF HUMANITY LIES IN THE PLIGHT OF A LOWLY RODENT

That’s what we’ve been trying to tell France and Germany.

MAN GETS FIVE YEARS FOR ATTEMPT AT RAPE
If at first you don’t succeed.... He’ll get a chance to try again in five years.

MANDELA REBUKES BUSH OVER CRISIS WITH IRAQ: U.S. ACTION DUE TO A BLACK MAN HEADING UN

Poor crazy old Nelson, there’s no Jew with him anymore to give him direction.

QUOTES I LIKE 

So far the NFL referees haven’t made any mistakes, but enough about the coin toss.

      Gary Markstein

In artists, genius and madness are often closely linked. So it is with collectors: They see beauty and interest in objects others overlook, then pursue them with single-minded intensity to the ends of the earth. The results are...an art form themselves.

      New York Magazine

The difference between women’s and men’s college basketball: women’s -  4 out of the 5 starters on last year’s team graduated; men’s – 4 out of the 5 starters on last year’s team are in prison.

      Emanuel L. Strunin

Too much of a good thing can be wonderful.

      Mae West

Power corrupts, but so does weakness.

      Josef Joffe

Facts do not cease to exist because they are ignored.

      Aldous Huxley

Corporate management incompetence is no excuse for not enforcing anti-trust laws.

      Emanuel L. Strunin

Where do you go to get anorexia?

      Shelley Winters

A gourmet restaurant in Cincinnati is one where you leave the tray on the table after you eat. 

      Anonymous

France, Germany and Iraq. Mais oui, c’est une menage a trois.

      Emanuel L. Strunin

Psychiatry is the care of the id by the odd.

      Anonymous

Great Moments in Literature: In 1936, Ernest Hemingway, while trout fishing, caught a carp and decided not to write about it.

      Guindon

San Francisco is like Granola: Take away the fruits and the nuts, and all you have are the flakes.

      Anonymous
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