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THE PEN AND THE SWORD ARE MIGHTIER THAN THE SWORD

Going around on the Internet is a document listing Jewish and Arab/Muslim Nobel Prize Winners since the awards began almost a century ago. The lop-sided numbers in favor of Jewish accomplishment can be related to the current war between the West/Jews vs. Islam. Of course, genetics are a factor in this disparity, but, perhaps, of equal or greater significance is an environment that nurtures learning, study and creativity for the sake of helping humanity. Maintaining such an environment has been a hallmark of Judaism and Jewish communities, as well as Western communities at various times and places. On the other hand, except for humane flashes at various times and places, the Muslim world concentrated its energies on forcing its own followers and neighbors, near and far, to adhere to beliefs and behavior codes reflective of a harsh ancient society.

If you take my above comments into consideration, the “accident of birth” explanation simply stands as another argument to preclude Jews from taking pride in the accomplishments of their fellow Jews. You know the old universalist claptrap that we ain’t any better than the Australian aborigine or the Arab tribesman or the Ukrainian peasant. But we is. Be it by our religion, our culture or our genes or the combination.

How else do you explain these achievements of members of a population of some 14 million Jews worldwide as against the paucity of achievement from a population of some1.2 billion worldwide. These ratios have not seen great changes over a century.

To be somewhat fair to the writer of the original introduction to this compilation, let me quote some of his words: “However, I would be foolish not to be inordinately proud of what that tiny percentage of the world's population that were of the Jewish faith has accomplished for the betterment of our world! 

”No other people, even those who were not discriminated against, accomplished 
so much to improve the lot of humankind against all odds.” 

To continue with his words, modified somewhat by me: most of the Jews were kept in material poverty throughout history. Half of the world's Jewish population was murdered by Hitler, his followers and co-conspirators. Also, consider all the doors to opportunity that were closed to the Jewish people. In spite of all the obstacles placed in the path of the Jews, the world is infinitely better off because of their presence!

Imagine how much more could have been accomplished for this world if the 50% of the world's Jews who were tortured then murdered in Nazi Germany had lived? 

The following list, while impressive in itself, is merely the tip of the Jewish/Western iceberg which will in time bury the barbarian sand diggers and their co-religionists despite their oil and their numbers. Diogenes contends that our combination of the pen and the sword will rout the people of the sword. But the wielders of the pen and the sword must keep their powder-- and their nukes— dry because the sword people are relentless in their drive for dominance.


ARAB/MUSLIM NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS




Literature
Chemistry

1957 - Albert Camus

(of French parentage, 

but raised in North Africa)
1988 - Najib Mahfooz.
1990 - Elias James Corey
1999 - Ahmed Zewail




Peace
Medicine

1978 – Mohamed Anwar El-Sadat
1994 - Yasser Arafat*
1960 - Peter Brian Medawar
1998 - Ferid Mourad




*Although the Scandinavians do not have a sense of humor, this selection is undoubtedly a Nobel Committee joke.

JEWISH NOBEL PRIZE WINNERS




Literature

1910 - Paul Heyse
1927 - Henri Bergson
1958 - Boris Pasternak
1966 - Shmuel Yosef Agnon
1966 - Nelly Sachs
1976 - Saul Bellow
1978 - Isaac Bashevis Singer

1981 - Elias Canetti
1987 - Joseph Brodsky
1991 - Nadine Gordimer World
2002 – Imre Kertesz




Peace

1911 - Alfred Fried
1911 - Tobias Michael Carel Asser
1968 - Rene Cassin
1973 - Henry Kissinger
1978 - Menachem Begin
1986 - Elie Wiesel
1994 - Shimon Peres
1994 - Yitzhak Rabin




Chemistry

1905 - Adolph Von Baeyer
1906 - Henri Moissan
1910 - Otto Wallach
1915 - Richard Willstaetter
1918 - Fritz Haber
1943 - George Charles de Hevesy
1961 - Melvin Calvin
1962 - Max Ferdinand Perutz
1972 - William Howard Stein
1977 - Ilya Prigogine
1979 - Herbert Charles Brown
1980 - Paul Berg
1980 - Walter Gilbert
1981 - Roald Hoffmann
1982 - Aaron Klug
1985 - Albert A. Hauptman
1985 - Jerome Karle
1986 - Dudley R. Herschbach
1988 - Robert Huber
1989 - Sidney Altman
1992 - Rudolph Marcus
2000 - Alan J. Heeger




Economics

1970 - Paul Anthony Samuelson
1971 - Simon Kuznets
1972 - Kenneth Joseph Arnow
1975 - Leonid Kantorovich
1976 - Milton Friedman
1978 - Herbert A. Simon
1980 - Lawrence Robert Klein
1985 - Franco Modigliani 

1987 - Robert M. Solow
1990 - Harry Markowitz
1990 - Merton Miller
1992 - Gary Becker
1993 - Robert Fogel
2002 – Daniel Kahneman




Medicine

1908 - Elie Metchnikoff
1908 - Paul Erlich
1914 - Robert Barany
1922 - Otto Meyerhof
1930 - Karl Landsteiner
1931 - Otto Warburg
1936 - Otto Loewi
1944 - Joseph Erlanger
1944 - Herbert Spencer Gasser
1945 - Ernst Boris Chain
1946 – Hermann Joseph Muller
1950 - Tadeus Reichstein
1952 - Selman Abraham Waksman
1953 - Hans Krebs
1953 - Fritz Albert Lipmann
1958 - Joshua Lederberg
1959 - Arthur Kornberg
1964 - Konrad Bloch
1965 - Francois Jacob
1965 - Andre Lwoff
1967 - George Wald
1968 - Marshall W. Nirenberg
1969 - Salvador Luria
1970 - Julius Axelrod
1970 - Sir Bernard Katz
1972 - Gerald Maurice Edelman
1975 - David Baltimore
1975 - Howard Martin Temin
1976 - Baruch S. Blumberg
1977 - Rosalyn Sussman Yalow
1978 - Daniel Nathans
1980 - Baruj Benacerraf
1984 - Cesar Milstein
1985 - Michael Stuart Brown
1985 - Joseph L. Goldstein

1986 - Stanley Cohen   

1986 - Rita Levi-Montalcini
1988 - Gertrude Elion
1989 - Harold Varmus
1991 - Erwin Neher
1991 - Ber Sakmann
1993 - Richard J. Roberts
1993 - Phillip Sharp
1994 - Alfred Gilman
1995 - Edward B. Lewis
2002 – H. Robert Horvitz

2002 – Sydney Brenner




Physics

1907 - Albert Abraham Michelson
1908 - Gabriel Lippmann
1921 - Albert Einstein
1922 - Niels Bohr
1925 - James Franck
1925 - Gustav Hertz
1943 - Gustav Stern
1944 - Isidor Issac Rabi
1952 - Felix Bloch
1954 - Max Born
1958 - Igor Tamm
1959 - Emilio Segre
1960 - Donald A. Glaser
1961 - Robert Hofstadter
1962 - Lev Davidovich Landau
1965 - Richard Phillips Feynman
1965 - Julian Schwinger
1969 - Murray Gell-Mann
1971 - Dennis Gabor
1973 - Brian David Josephson
1975 - Benjamin Mottleson
1976 - Burton Richter
1978 - Arno Allan Penzias
1978 - Peter L Kapitza
1979 - Stephen Weinberg
1979 - Sheldon Glashow
1988 - Leon Lederman
1988 - Melvin Schwartz
1988 - Jack Steinberger
1990 - Jerome Friedman
1995 - Martin Perl




---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

FRIENDS AND ALLIES

America’s  antagonists and supporters--Secretary Rumsfeld politely labeled them ‘old Europe and new Europe.’ Diogenes will be less polite but more honest and call them ‘the Brits and the shits.’ It’s heart-warming to see the Brits on the side of right this time. As for the shits, which are made up of two groups, part of which are agin us and part on our side. Let’s examine the shits who are opposed to a war against Iraq for ‘humanitarian” reasons and see where they earned their humanitarian decorations. Here is a list one or two fields of honor where they distinguished themselves. For Germany, we can’t do better than the Holocaust. For France, we must recall Algeria. For Belgium, who can forget the Congo. As for Russia, we’ll limit ourselves to the Gulags and the Kulaks. From Asia we have China with such fields of honor as Tibet and the Cultural Revolution. These folks certainly know their humanitarianism.

In addition to living their high ethical standards, Germany and France don’t have to be afraid of America since they already own a sizeable chunk of our country. 

Now for the shits that have lined up on our side—the humanitarians of eastern Europe.

Not that long ago, they were partners with the Nazis in the Holocaust in addition to running their own fascist and crusader actions against the Jews and against each other.

While humanitarianism may not be motivating these people, the possibility of feeding at Uncle Sam’s trough is enough motivation by itself.

SOLVING THE DUCT TAPE DILEMMA

Unfortunately, the Homeland Security people were too politically correct in providing the application information about how to use duct tape. Diogenes is glad to remedy the situation. Here it is. If you spot a middle-eastern-looking man doing something illegal, like trying to bomb the World Trade Center, whack him with a hammer or a baseball bat and (here’s where the duct tape comes in) tie his hands behind is back with the duct tape.

Also use a large strip of the tape to cover his mouth. Then go home, have your lunch or dinner, and then call your local police You can use some of the duct tape to paste these directions to your refrigerator door.

WHEN GERMANY SAID ITS TREATY WITH BELGIUM

WAS ONLY A ‘PIECE OF PAPER’, WE SHOULD HAVE AGREED

As a key understudy in Europe’s theatre of the absurd, Belgium, by way of its supreme court, approved the trial of Israeli officials for complicity in the Sabra and Shatilla massacres. In case you don’t remember, this event during the war in Lebanon involved the murder of Muslim Arabs by Christian Arabs. It was an ideal scenario for blaming Jews. And, the nation that ruled the Congo with world class barbarism is, of course, the ideal accuser. Perhaps their chutzpah has something to do with the fact that half  their nation speaks French. As part of their projected trial, perhaps they will blame the Israelis for raping, torturing, robbing and murdering millions of Congolese. Maybe they can introduce evidence that Israelis rather than Belgians murdered Patrice Lumumba. Why not, in the theater of the absurd anything goes.

Based on further consideration—on the way Sharon is building his government—perhaps he should be deported to Belgium.

NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

A New York Times story (1/28/03) about how satellite photography of the Middle East has uncovered the sites of ancient cities and roads quotes a researcher at the Oriental Institute with a name that fits. The surname of the researcher, James A. Ur, is the same as the name of an ancient Mesopotamian city. The Bible refers to Ur of the Chaldees as the birthplace of Abraham.

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

Saudis Plan End To U. S. Presence

Yipee! A death-wish by the House of Saud.

South Korea Has Too Much Rice And A Sticky Political Problem

They should put the rice in the refrigerator over night before they serve it and the kernels won’t stick together.

Four Israeli Soldiers Killed In Bomb Attack

Sharon replies forcefully by continuing meetings with heads of terrorist gangs.

Bush Says Don’t Panic, Get On With Your Lives

If you planned to visit Baghdad, don’t change your plans. 

Liberal Radio Planned By Rich Group Of Democrats

The first episode will be about Ma Perkins having an affair with Amos while she is married to Andy.

Two Phone Giants In Court To Fight Turkish Family

They also refuse to provide phone equipment to Turkey if Iraq attacks

QUOTES I LIKE

We’re on the track of something absolutely mediocre.

      - Billy Wilder

Middle class is more than I make and less than you make.

      - Anonymous

Clothing store sign in Ramallah: Man’s custom-made 3-piece suit for sale—Pants-size 36; jacket-size 38; vest –size 46.

      - Loyal Diogenes subscriber

What a great debt the American people owe to Washington and Lincoln. Without them we wouldn’t have Presidents’ Day Sales.

     - Emanuel L. Strunin

The link between man and the monkey are the French.

     - Mark Twain

Before publishers’ blurbs were invented, authors had to make their reputations by writing.

      - Laurence J. Peter

If we desire to avoid insult, we must be able to repel it; if we desire to secure peace, one of the most powerful instruments of our rising prosperity, it must be known, that we are at all times ready for war.

      - George Washington

READERS’ COMMENTS

I'm sorry but I cannot let this one go by.  Your treatise on the Columbia disaster indicates your knowledge is limited to what you read in the newspapers, a very poor source of true information.  I remember the tile controversy on the Shuttle very well.  The tile "solution" is the least worst solution to an impossible problem.  Before going to the tiles NASA evaluated hundreds of schemes including liquid cooling, ablation, etc. etc.  When I worked for Barnes Engineering we had a contract to build a "tile tester", a contraption which "pulled" on individual tiles to check their adhesion to the shuttle skin.  The operator was supposed to listen to "creaking sounds" from the tile which indicated that the tile was or was not properly adhered.  Despite this "Mickey Mouse" procedure, the tile system seems to have worked wonderfully well for 113 flights.

The main problem is not with the design but with the overall US government WPA "make work" concept for the Military/Aerospace Complex named by President Eisenhower,  This causes the useless International Space Station to be in existence to justify the existence of the Space Shuttles (and vice versa)  many years after they should have been retired before dying of old age, as they are now doing.
Re your Columbia vitriol, bureaucracy and large organizations make too easy a target.  And you have a slight error: lost tiles are no hazard during launch, just during the heat searing reentry.
 
One of the problems of this Enterprise is that while every mission is thrilling and hair-raising, each success adds to a natural complacency.  If there was any doubt about the tiles being hit by debris, why didn’t they schedule an inspection by one or more of their astronauts?  Had they seen any damage, they could have waited in space for a rescue mission.
 
But unfortunately, we are human, and if they ever do figure out what happened, they will make future missions slightly safer until someone again ignores a warning sign or another real accident happens.  But your insinuation that we should be embarking on some kind of witch hunt is unfair, even if they did kill an Israeli.


RE: #4 This may be the best Diogenes yet. The concluding part had me in absolute hysterics.

Comments welcome. 
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