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PROMOTING DIVERSITY BY DUMBING DOWN OUR COLLEGES

In addition to the on-going stories about its paid amateur athletes, the University of Michigan is making news about its affirmative action programs. In my opinion, it’s not good news. In the opinions of many academics, labor officials, Fortune 500 executives and retired military and defense officials, my bad news is their good news. They call their good news—diversity.

“Affirmative action” in our universities has come to mean accept “minority group” students who have not earned the academic credentials to qualify them for entry to the university. This action is accomplished by rejecting “majority group” students who have earned the appropriate credentials. That’s just what our society needs, more students from the bottom of the barrel. 

In their brief supporting affirmative action, more than 60 companies including Microsoft, Boeing and American Express claim that they “need the talent and creativity of a work force that is diverse as the world around it.” Do they expect to get these capabilities from students who cannot get into college based on their achievements or from lawyers who couldn’t qualify for law school on their own? If you’ve dealt with these companies or any of the other top 10,000, you would think that the CEOs would be looking to upgrade the quality of potential employees.

Now let’s hear it from the medical profession. Their politically correct stance on ‘diversity’ smells like prejudice to me. By lowering standards for med school entrance, they hope to get more doctors who will serve in minority group neighborhoods. Great! Those minorities don’t deserve highly qualified physicians—just send in a bunch of witch doctors or razor-wielders from the hood. Diversity, of course, is more important than capability.

Always on the cutting edge of political correctness, the liberal Jewish organizations twisted themselves into pretzels to defend ‘diversity’ goals while opposing ‘quotas.’ They claim that racial, ethnic and religious diversity could be taken into consideration in the admission process along with those other dumbing down factors such as sports scholarships, legacy factors and geographical selection. What would make more sense would be advocating the elimination of all of the admission factors that are unrelated to quality education. Perhaps the members of these Jewish organizations are afraid that they would not be allowed to contribute to the Democratic Party if they abandoned political correctness.

The military and defense officials contributed their two cents to the controversy by explaining how the absence of  diversity led to poor morale and a breakdown in order in the military during the Viet Nam War. Now that the groups responsible for the breakdowns have been elevated to the officer corps are we sure that unhappy enlisted men won’t frag these new Uncle Toms in times of crises?

Whatever happened to raising the bar and preparing and encouraging everyone to rise to a higher level? 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE ‘PEACENIKS’ GONE?

For a while it seemed that they were swallowed up in some black hole. I missed them during Bosnia, and during Kosovo, and during Chechnya, and during Rwanda, and during Liberia, and during Kashmir, and during West Irian, and during Northern Ireland, and when Iraq had its way with the Kurds and with the Southern Shiites, and when Iraq invaded Iran, and when Iraq invaded Kuwait,  and when North Yemen and South Yemen were warring, and when the U.S. invaded Grenada and Panama, and during the Yom Kippur War, and during some 30 other wars and military actions since Viet Nam.

From time-to-time, over the years, I had the uneasy feeling that everyone loved war, or, at least, recognized that conflict was the norm of human history. Then all of a sudden, after ignoring some 30 to 40 wars, the peaceniks suddenly came to life with large protest rallies against a war with Iraq. Obviously, these people are not opposed to war in general, they are merely opposed to this specific war.

What is it about this specific war that his revivified the ghosts of protesters past? It seems the most unlikely of conflicts to get excited about. On the one side stands the world’s greatest democracy and on the other one of the world’s cruelest tyrannies. Why not preemptively eliminate potential attacks on us or our allies by this tyrant. From Pearl Harbor to 9-11, we have painful examples of the cost of not acting preemptively to forestall a potentially dangerous situation. This situation appears to be a clarion call for the liberals and left to shout to America “do it..” So why all the peace mongering by folks that have ignored so many other wars?

I believe the rights and wrongs of  the scenario have very little to do with the motivation of the peaceniks, but the actors have everything to do with the ‘humanitarian’ pangs of the protestors. Through their warped vision they don’t see America as the world’s greatest democracy but as the 500 pound gorilla that tries to dominate the world. Through this same vision they see Iraq, not as the tyranny, that has murdered millions of its own people and those of its neighboring countries, but as a misunderstood Third World country that is trying to protect its natural resources.

So let’s call a spade a spade. These peaceniks are flying under false colors, using false advertising, lying about what they stand for. They are not pacifists, they are not against war, they are just against this war—a war of righteousness against evil. In other words, these protestors are supporters of evil and stupid, to boot. You may not like George W. Bush’s tax plan or environmental plans or his health plan, but he is right on Iraq and Saddam.

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

College Students Go Online To Assess Performance Of Faculty
Those fakilty people think that they no evrything.

We Can Do Better Than Duct Tape

I’m not so sure. Scotch tape won’t hack it and electrical tape isn’t sticky enough.

L. I. Monsignor Scorns Jury, Insisting He Is No ‘Monster’

His groping altar boys and protecting pedophile priests were only clerical errors.

U. S. Ruling Allows New York Judges To Take Part In Politics

Just confirming a 200 year old tradition.

Prominent Rabbi Caught Trying To Arrange Sexual Meeting

With 13-Year Old Girl On Internet

The nerve! Does he think he’s a Catholic priest?

Girl Gets 2nd Transplant After Botched Surgery

Damn lawyers always concocting malpractice cases.

Professor Linked To Terror Group

1. So they finally caught up with Noam Chomsky.

2. How did his students rate him last semester? A competent terrorist or a so-so terrorist?

3. How come his protectors at the  University of South Florida still have their jobs?

4. What makes Sami run?

White House Assembles Officials To Review Plan To Rebuild Iraq After A War
Why?

Lone Terrorist May Strike In The U. S., Agencies Warn

Bullshit! No terrorist is an island. Be politically incorrect.  Wipe out his support system.

Gunmen Kill 7 Shiite Worshipers in Pakistan 

If this is the way they treat their fellow Muslims, think about their plans for us “infidels.”

Malloy Gives Support To Same-Sex Unions

Does he mean the plumbers, longshoremen and operating engineers?

U. S. And Turkey May Be Close To Agreement

I’ll raise you a billion.

Officials From Rich Nations Discuss Efforts To Spur Growth

1. Steal more money from poor nations.

2. Send their finance ministers to the slots and crap tables at Foxwoods and Vegas.

3. Grow cocoa.

4. Grow poppies.

5. Partner with the Mafia

6. Use triple coupons.

7. Convert to Islam and ask the Muslim charitable organizations for money.

QUOTES I LIKE

Boozing does not necessarily have to go hand in hand with being a writer, as seems to be the concept in America. I therefore solemnly declare to all young men trying to become writers that they do not actually have to become drunkards first.

 James Jones 

No wonder the French don’t consider Saddam Hussein a threat, they know that the Maginot Line will protect them.

Emanuel L. Strunin

Every time the Arabs of Palestine have agreed to a cease fire, it’s been to reload.

Paul Greenberg

Virtuous ten years, still not enough...evil one day, too much already.

Chinese proverb

Never leave well enough alone.

Raymond Loewy

Going to war without France would be like going to war without your accordion.

Anonymous

With France and the French so much in the news, the following quotes by Mark Twain should help us understand that nation and its denizens:

In Paris they just simply opened their eyes and stared when we spoke to them in French! We never did succeed in making those idiots understand their own language.

The objects of which Paris folks are fond—literature, art, medicine and adultery.

France has neither winter nor summer nor morals—apart from these drawbacks it is a fine country.

There is nothing lower than the human race except the French.

It has always been a marvel to me—that French language; it has always been a puzzle to me. How beautiful that language is! How expressive it seems to be! How full of grace it is! And when it comes from lips like those [of Sarah Bernhardt], how eloquent and how limpid it is! And, oh, I am always deceived—I always think I am going to understand it.

M. de Lamester’s new French dictionary just issued in Paris defines virtue as: “A woman who has only one lover and don’t steal.”

I like to look at a Russian or a German or an Italian—I even like to look at a Frenchman if I ever have the luck to catch him engaged in anything that ain’t delicate.

It is human to like to be praised; one can even notice it in the French.

In certain public indecencies the difference between a dog & a Frenchman is not perceptible.

It appears that at last census that every man in France over 16 years of age & under 116, has at least 1 wife to whom he has never been married. French novels, talk, drama & newspaper bring daily & overwhelming proofs that the most of the married ladies have paramours. This makes a good deal of what we call crime, and the French call sociability.

France has usually been governed by prostitutes.

It is the language for lying compliment, for illicit love & for the conveying of exquisitely nice shades of meaning in bright graceful & trivial conversations—the conveying, especially of double-meanings, a decent & indecent one so blended as—nudity thinly veiled, but gauzily & lovely.

A Frenchman’s home is where another man’s wife is.

An isolated & helpless young girl is perfectly safe from insult by a Frenchman, if he is dead.

A dead Frenchman has many good qualities, many things to recommend him; many attractions—even innocencies. Why cannot we have more of these?

TRAVAIL, FAMILLE, PATRIE**

        Once upon a time (allegedly) in a nice little forest, there lived an orphaned bunny and an orphaned snake.  By a surprising coincidence, both were blind from birth. 

One day, the bunny was hopping through the forest, and the snake was slithering through the forest, when the bunny tripped over the snake and fell down.  This, of course, knocked the snake about quite a bit. 

”Oh, my,” said the bunny, “I’m terribly sorry. I didn’t mean to hurt you.  I’ve been blind since birth, so, I can’t see where I’m going. In fact, since I’m also an orphan, I don’t even know what I am.” 

”It’s quite OK,” replied the snake.  “Actually, my story is much the same as yours.  I, too, have been blind since birth, and also never knew my mother.  Tell you what, maybe I could slither all over you, and work out what you are, so at least you’ll have that going for you.” 

”Oh, that would be wonderful” replied the bunny.  So the snake slithered all over the bunny, and said, “Well, you’re covered with soft fur; you have really long ears; your nose twitches; and you have a soft cottony tail. I’d say that you must be a bunny rabbit.” 

”Oh, thank you! Thank you,” cried the bunny, in obvious excitement.  The bunny suggested to the snake, “Maybe I could feel you all over with my paw, and help you the same way that you’ve helped me.” 

So the bunny felt the snake all over, and remarked, “Well, you’re smooth and slippery, and you have a forked tongue, no backbone and no balls. I’d say you must be French”. 
** The slogan of Vichy France

READERS’ COMMENTS

And the noble Nobel prize for Chutzpah to Emanuel Strunin. Funny some of the prize winners didn't look Jewish

BTW who would you have instead of Sharon? As they say what kind of job is that for a nice Jewish boy. In any case  thank God  the Shinui party captured more  seats this time.

And as a parting note. The French and Belgians  may not be the most honest (as well as the Germans, Russians, Chinese etc, but which country is?) in their criticism of the Bush administration position on the impending Iraq war , but I would suggest that a war won't solve much or improve the Mideast situation. To the contrary. Furthermore the "west" is at war anyhow. No fly zone bombings, inspections, sanctions What do you call that?

Hope nobody is declaring a Fatwah on you. Great reading. More satisfying than Building Energy Progress.

RE: III, #5-- I have one comment about one of your quotes you like.  The quote by Mark Twain "The link between man and the monkey are the French" is not entirely correct. The actual quote goes "French are the connecting link between man & the monkey". I especially like the preceding verse of the above quote which is:  "There is nothing lower than the human race-- except the French."  

 

I enjoyed reading this.  It was fresh.  It would certainly be fun one these days to engage in a longer verbal conversation, as I find e-mail to be too cold to engage in here.  I agree with some of your points 120% and some I don't at all and would love to explain to you why.  Another day.
Nobel prize winner in medicine, 1978 - Daniel Nathans  He was a member of our congregation (Temple Emanuel) here in Baltimore. A very humble person and a nice guy.  He passed away a few years ago.
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