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SONS OF WILLING EXECUTIONERS

An article in The New York Times (3/9/03) on the attitude of young Germans toward the U.S. and a possible war with Iraq reminded me of the very apt title of Goldhagen’s description of the Germans who carried out the Holocaust—Hitler’s Willing Executioners.

These grandchildren of the executioners are tired of “being grateful” and feel that there should be a “statute of limitations on gratitude.” Just as their forebear executioners were not really “grateful” for being “freed” from Hitler, these “new” Germans have no sense of gratitude for America’s efforts in the Cold War or, for a  historic remembrance of, World War II.

Based on the Times interviews, the only history this new generation has learned is the terrible things that the Allies did to Germany—like bombing Dresden. There was no mention of the German bombings of Rotterdam, Warsaw, Coventry, London or dozens of other cities across Europe. Nor was there any mention that the Dresdeners couldn’t defend themselves effectively because most of their menfolk were away murdering Jews and Gypsies and Russians and Poles and Serbs and anyone else they could get their hands on. It was truly a shame that the Allies didn’t drop a few practice A-bombs on the Wehrmacht  and its supporters just to make sure that they would work in Japan—and to give the “new” Germans something to really remember.

At least in the attitudes of these students, I detect the same German attitude that was prevalent in the 20s and 30s that all of Germany’s problems were the fault of others. For example, the unfairness of the Versailles Treaty. They conveniently forgot that they imposed onerous burdens on France when they defeated the French in 1870. Now it’s the Americans who are trying to prevent Germany from doing business with Iraq.

We should remember that there  are traditional German ties to Islam going back at least to the World War I alliance with Turkey. During World War II, Nazi Germany made the Grand Mufti feel welcome. The new Germany made al Qaeda operatives feel welcome, and its government and industries are letting Saddam know that he has friends and suppliers in the West.

A COMPLETE MILITARY HISTORY OF FRANCE
 

Not only are we Americans rightly dumping on France but so are many Europeans. The following historical review came to Diogenes from a subscriber in Switzerland. A little knowledge of European history and a dry sense of humor will help you appreciate this politically incorrect commentary.

Gallic Wars – Lost -. Incredibly, France is conquered by, an Italian.  The ending of this war foreshadows the next 2000 years of French history.

Hundred Years War - Mostly Lost -  Saved at last by a female schizophrenic who inadvertently creates The First Rule of French Warfare: "France's armies are victorious only when not led by a Frenchman."

Italian Wars – Lost - France becomes the first and only country to ever lose two wars when fighting Italians.

Wars of Religion - France goes 0-5-4 (no wins, 5 defeats, 4 ties) against the Huguenots.

Thirty Years War – Tie - France is technically not a participant, but manages to get invaded anyway. Claims a tie on the basis that eventually the other participants started ignoring her.

War of Devolution – Tie - Frenchmen take to wearing red flowerpots as chapeaux.


The Dutch War - Tie
War of the Augsburg League/King William's War/French and Indian War -  Lost - But claimed three ties in a row which deluded Francophiles to label the period as the height of French military power.

War of the Spanish Succession – Lost - Gave the French their first taste of a Marlborough, which they have loved every since.

American Revolution – On-the Winning Side - In a move that will become quite familiar to Americans, France claims a win even though the English colonists saw far more action. This is later known as the "de Gaulle Syndrome", and leads to the Second Rule of French Warfare: "France only wins when America does most of the fighting."

French Revolution – Won - Primarily due the fact that the opponent was also French.

The Napoleonic Wars – Lost - Temporary victories (remember the First  Rule!) due to leadership of a Corsican, who ended up being no match for a  British footwear designer.

The Franco-Prussian War – Lost - Germany first plays the role of drunk frat boy to France's ugly girl home alone on a Saturday night.

World War I - Tied - on the way to losing, France is saved by the United States. Thousands of French women find out what it's like to not only sleep with a winner, but one who doesn't call her "Fraulein." Sadly, widespread use of condoms by American forces forestalls any improvement in the French bloodline.

World War II – Lost - Conquered French liberated by the United States and Britain    just as they finish learning the Horst Wessel Song.

War in Indochina – Lost - French forces plead sickness, take to bed with the Dien Bien Flu.

Algerian Rebellion – Lost - Loss marks the first defeat of a western army by a Non-Turkic Muslim force since the Crusades, and produces the First Rule of Muslim Warfare; "We can always beat the French." This rule is identical to the First Rules of the Italians, Russians, Germans, English, Dutch, Spanish, Vietnamese and Esquimaux.

War on Terrorism -  Keeping in mind its recent history, France surrenders to Germans and Muslims just to be safe. Attempts to surrender to Vietnamese ambassador fail after he takes refuge in a McDonald's.

THEY ARE LEADERS IN SOME CATEGORIES

Volume III.. #5 of The Diogenes Report carried a comparison of the number of Jewish vs Muslim Nobel prize winners. While the world’s Muslim population is about 100 times greater than the Jewish population, more than 16 times as many Jews as Muslims have been awarded Nobels. But let’s not sell the Muslims short, they are still the acknowledged world leaders in the following categories:

terrorists 
suicide bombers 
slave traders 
religious leaders calling for "holy wars."

TOO “BLUE COLLAR”

A favorite description by sportscasters of a basketball player who dives for every loose ball and fights hard under the basket is that he is a “blue collar” player.  At St. Bonaventure, a small Catholic college in western New York State, they took this description to heart but with disastrous results.  After one season as center on the college’s basketball team, Jamil Terrell was declared ineligible when it was discovered that this transfer from Coastal Georgia Community College did not have an associate’s degree but earned a certificate in welding at the Georgia school. That was too “blue collar” even for St. Bonaventure.

IT TAKES MORE THAN TECHNOLOGY

I believe that the Israelis are deluding themselves if they think that their new technological advances in weaponry will bring peace to the land of Israel. Their new, lightweight, compact, high performance rifle—the Tavor-- apparently can outperform any other rifle in the world. Then there is their new APAM Anti-Personnel/Anti Material tank round which can penetrate concrete walls and destroy anti-tank missile squads, as well as attack helicopters.. Wow! What technology! What firepower!

Unfortunately, it’s all meaningless unless Sharon and the Israeli leadership develops some backbone and lets the IDF use its firepower on a massive scale against the Arab terrorists and their supporters in their homes, schools and mosques. As long as one Israeli is murdered the level of firepower used against the Arabs should be undiminished. Eventually, they will get the message. Otherwise, Arafat, Hamas, Islamic Jihad and Sharon share equal responsibility for each Israeli casualty.

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

Turkey Says No To U. S. Troops

U. S. troops say no to turkey. They prefer hot pastrami.

Iraq Vows To Destroy Missiles 

It’s the well-known vow of missile poverty.

A Dali Vanishes From Rikers Island

1. Another escape from the NYPD?

2. Have they searched Philippe de Montebello’s office?

3. Did an advocate for women’s equality move the painting to Bedford Hills?

4. If  they search all the cells they may find a prisoner exposing himself to art.

Teacher Accused Of Rape, Another Of Theft 

None have, as yet, been accused of teaching.

Iraq Agrees ‘In Principle’ To Demolish Some Missiles

Who says Saddam doesn’t have principles?

Experts Probe Legality Of Importing Medicine

Is anyone probing the legality of writing overpriced prescriptions?

There’s Little Redress For Good Catholics

Maybe there will be if they can get their parish priest to take off his little red dress.

Bloomberg Says Enough With The Billionaire Talk

1. The moon belongs to everyone, the best things in life are free.

2. Didn’t I spend $70 million of my own money to buy the mayor’s office?

3. A man with $5 billion isn’t any happier than a man with $4 billion.

Skakel Complains About His Treatment In Prison
1. Don’t they know that he’s a member of the royal family?

2. They keep tearing up his letters to Tiger Woods asking which club he should have used.

Court Upholds 3-Strike Law

The Court should keep out of sports. Next thing they’ll overturn the 4-ball decision.

Yale Project May Lead To New Tool For College Admissions

Making five consecutive 3-pointers from beyond the NBA line gets you into an Ivy League school.

Pesticides May Be Linked To Lobster Die-Off

These chemicals ain’t too great for humans either.

Argentina, A Haven For Nazis, Balks At Opening Its Files

Sure, next thing we’ll want is their Muslim Terrorist Files.

WIN! You May Have Won A Trip To See Ray Charles 

(AARP Magazine promo)

I’d prefer that Ray Charles could win a trip to see me.

MODERN LOVE. We Answer Your Hard Questions 

(AARP Magazine promo)

How about some answers to the soft questions?

VIRGIN ATLANTIC EXPANDS ITS SERVICE TO NIGERIA

Are they flying more beauty pageant charters?

NASA E-Mail Writer Says He Was Hypothesizing

What a nice word to say he’s now protecting his ass.

Slow-Motion Justice In Argentina

The world is very quick to murder Jews but extremely slow to mete out justice

Slaying At Brooklyn Laundry Is Linked To 3 Other Killings.

Someone in Brooklyn is violently opposed to too much starch in his shirts.

Cyprus Talks On Unity Have Failed, Says Annan
They can’t get the Greeks to live with the “good” Muslims, but they’re trying to force Israel to live with the execrable Muslims.

Drug Can Limit Peanut Allergy, Easing Big Fear

Great, now I can read Peanuts everyday.

Double-Digit Tax Rise Likely Without Major Cuts

Don’t count on it. Wait until the single income taxpayers start slashing their wrists.

QUOTES I LIKE

Going to war without France is like going deer hunting without your accordion.

      - Donald Rumsfeld

Many speakers need no introduction; what they need are conclusions.

      - Anonymous

A fellow, speaking of a relative who was hanged, commented that he had died during a tightrope performance.

      - Anonymous

I am a man of peace. God knows I love peace. But I hope I shall never be such a coward as to mistake oppression for peace.

      - Louis Kossuth

Rub-a-dub-dub

Three men in a tub

And that’s on a slow night.

      - Sign in a San Francisco bath house

The reason there are so few female politicians is that it is too much trouble to put makeup on two faces.

      - Maureen Murphy

You are only young once, but you can stay immature indefinitely.
      - Anonymous

One way to curb delinquency is to take the parents off the streets at night.

      - Morrie Gallant

Keep your daughters away from Utah. Too many Mormons are following in the footsteps of their leader, Friggem Young.

      - Emanuel L. Strunin
Historical reminder: Always put Horace before Descartes.

      - Donald O. Rickter

For people who like peace and quiet: a phoneless cord.

      - Anonymous

New Merrill Lynch slogan: we bullshit America.

      - Emanuel L. Strunin
READERS’ COMMENTS AND (DIOGENESE’S RESPONSES)

Re: Vol. III. #6  Can't say that some of my best friends are French but I'll bet I can find some.  And what's wrong with being a peacenik in this case A stupid war which in the end may make matters worse in the mid-east  championed by simplistic evangelical like  slogans using biased  conclusions in turn based on  questionable assumptions.  Besides the US economy can do without war at this time 

(I suddenly realized the cause of your pro-French position--you spent too many of your formative years among the French Canadiens. If you were normal, this would make you despise the French even more than Mark Twain did.)

 

(To mitigate the unfortunate confluence of our bad economy and the upcoming war, we should tell Saddam to give up his weapons of mass destruction so as not to damage our economy further. If he doesn't accede to our request, we should let him know, in no uncertain terms, that he is really making us angry. Supposedly, we have been faced with this kind of problem previously. There are rumors that the CIA asked bin Laden not to attack the WTC and the Pentagon on 9-11 because the country was sliding into a recession. He didn't listen and now he's on the run.)
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