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WHITE FLAGS, LONG SKIRTS AND SHORT PANTS

I cannot understand why so many TV commentators on the war in Iraq are “shocked” by the action of Iraqi fighters who raise a white flag of surrender and then go on to murder those who try to accept their surrender. Outrage, yes; shock, no.

By now anyone who has studied the fighting morality of the Arabs should know that they are the most cowardly and underhanded fighters on the planet. Even while building a record as fearless warriors when they first burst out of the Arabian peninsula, they established their reputation as being underhanded.

Early-on, the Muslim tribes under Muhammad violated the code of hospitality that was accepted throughout the region. Muhammad sent travelers  to the leaders of the Jewish tribes in Arabia asking for hospitality, which was granted. Then these assassins murdered their hosts because they would not accept Muhammad’s newly-invented religion.

In more recent times, Arab fighters in the land of Israel have hidden behind women and children to carry out murderous attacks, knowing full-well that Israeli soldiers would not shoot when women and children are in the line of fire. And, we see the Arabs send their children to confront tanks and serve as suicide bombers while their fighters remain hidden. 

The sneak attack by the Iraqis, without reason, on Iran also is part of recent Arab fighting history so the white flag ploy should come as no surprise. With a little research, we likely could find dozens, if not hundreds of white flag ploys by the Arabs during wars with foreigners or among themselves. 

We should stop being so concerned about the safety of the Iraqi people and exercise greater concern about the welfare of American military personnel.

THE GERMAN UNIVERSITY MODEL

Not that they have reached the same level of evil, but the spirit is there. My targets involve news stories about two American universities and a not too far-fetched comparison of the evils that bloomed in the German universities as soon as Hitler came upon the scene . 

At the University of South Florida, the administration protected Prof. Sami al Arian’s right to teach until the Federal Government dragged him away in handcuffs for high-level involvement with a terrorist group responsible for hundreds of murders. Despite that the good professor’s connection to terrorism was public knowledge, the president and other officials, using legal fig leafs, defended this so-called academic. Apparently, to murder Jews is not politically incorrect. I’ll bet that he would have been out of there in an instant if he had used the “N” word in class. 

Then there is Yale University which recently played host to Le Roi Jones, now known as Amiri Baraka, the Poet Laureate of New Jersey. I always thought it must be Secaucus or the chemical plants, but he must be what we smell when we drive on the New Jersey Turnpike. Amiri is the versifier who promoted the Arab idea that the Israelis may have been responsible for the World Trade Center attacks. A clever ploy knowing that the attack couldn’t be blamed on his people since most of them were behind bars.

So some of the other budding poet laureates in a black organization on campus invite him to share his wisdom with the student body. No objections from the administration or the faculty even though they know Amiri is a black racist. It’s freedom of speech or fear of antagonizing the blacks who might transfer to Princeton. Would they have extended the same welcome to a white racist?

Amira gave his copyrighted tirade. No surprise. But what was interesting was the  reaction of his mostly white audience. Every attack on Israel and Jews was met with cheers and applause. Based on the accomplishments of many Yale graduates—the Bushes and Clintons, for example—the reaction of those students does not bode well for the future of this country.

These two examples are the tip of the iceberg of intolerance toward pro-Israeli speakers, Jewish organizations and anyone who is considered politically incorrect by students and faculty. Unless this trend is reversed, our universities will blend in with the universities in the Arab world, in China and in the Communist era in Russia and the Nazi era in Germany.

ERASING THE FAMILY SHAME

One argument raised to explain George W. Bush’s motivation for going to war against Iraq is that he wants  to avenge Saddam Hussein’s attempt to assassinate his father. I don’t buy that but I think that it may be worthwhile to explore another possible, but peripheral motivation. Perhaps W has been driven to erase the shame of what the Americans allowed to happen in Iraq during the elder Bush’s watch.  
Let’s begin even before Iraq invaded Kuwait and the Gulf War started. Despite all of the smoke that the Bush administration blew to confuse the issue, the only common sense analysis leads to the belief that the State Department told Ambassador April Glaspie to give Saddam the feeling that the U. S. would not interfere if he invaded Kuwait.

The record of Bush I is not pretty. During the 1991 Gulf War,  Bush gave a speech encouraging the Kurds in the north and the Shiites in the south to rise up against Saddam. When they revolted, the U. S. did nothing to support or even protect them. On the contrary, the American aircraft controlling the skies allowed the Iraqis fly combat helicopters to suppress the revolts.

Here is another part of the record as noted by Robert L. Bartley in The Wall Street Journal: “During the cease-fire negotiations, General Norman Schwarzkopf had agreed to let the Iraqi military fly helicopters because bridges and roads were damaged. ‘That seemed like a reasonable request,’ he told David Frost. ‘And within my charter, I felt it was perfectly all right to grant.’ But even after the helicopters dropped sulfuric acid and napalm on civilians, the Bush administration let this decision stand; the president’s press secretary reported ‘We do not intend to involve ourselves in the internal conflicts in Iraq.”

Of course, we remember that the first Bush administration stopped the war as soon as the Iraqis were driven out of Kuwait and captured Iraqi land was returned to Saddam. And let us clearly remember that when we had an opportunity to move on toward Baghdad and “regime change,” administration decision-makers, in particular Joint Chiefs Chairman Colin Powell, worried about press coverage depicting the retreating Iraqi troops trapped on a highway of death. The Chairman’s views highlight the belief that diversity can lead to absurdity. 

Because of what Bush I did and did not do, we are battling Iraq again at much greater cost in men, money and materials than if we finished the job the first time. I don’t know Bush II’s motivation but he would be right on target if he was looking to erase his dad’s shame.

NOTES FROM A PSYCHIATRIST

The following comments taken from a psychiatrist’s notebook were heard most often during the month of March in an East Coast mental institution.  

- I am  Napoleon

- He’s not Napoleon, I am Napoleon

- We must rebuild Iraq
- We will bring democracy to Iraq

- Islam means peace

- Our charity collects money for starving Arab children

- Liberte, Egalite, Fraterite

- We must rebuild Afghanistan
- I support a two state solution in Israel

- Kim Il Jong is merely an agrarian reformer
- I’m not worried about terrorism, we’ve got the FBI to protect us
-  Let’s decrease Medicare funding, seniors should know how to take care of themselves
- He says he’s Napoleon but I think he is really Julius Caesar

- Big deficits are good. The bigger the better
- I think The New York Times and NPR are evenhanded when it comes to Israel
- I think Wall Street is evenhanded when it comes to investor rights
- I don’t think Catholic churches pick altar boys based on looks

- I don’t think that Jesse Jackson feathers his own nest

- Do I really look like Julius Caesar?

- I am Saddam Hussein and I’m moving to Paris

- No, I am Saddam Hussein and I’m moving to San Francisco

- Achtung! I am Pat Buchanan and I want to live in Berchtesgarden
- He’s not Buchanan, he looks like Joe McCarthy. I am Buchanan

WRIGHT IS WRONG...AGAIN

Political cartoonist Don Wright is wrong again. His prejudiced political barbs are usually aimed at Israel, but this time the half truths in his prejudiced editorial cartoon defend the French against their detractors. The cartoon shows the Statue of Liberty chastising a “French basher” with the words: ”That’s right, I was created by a French sculptor, designed by a French engineer, built by French workers, and given to the American people by the French people—just a little tidbit for all you French-bashers.” 

What Mr. Wright/Wrong neglects to mention are the generous repayments that the Americans made for the statue. We repaid with the lives of more than 200,000 American fighting men who saved France in World Wars I and II. 

Now that we know that Wright/Wrong likes the terrorist Arabs and their French defenders, we can only wonder how he feels about the North Koreans and the Germans.

MORE SURGICAL STRIKES RECOMMENDED

Diogenes already has submitted a list to the Pentagon for the continuation of surgical strikes after the U. S. Air Force is finished with Iraq. So far, his list includes:

-the Eiffel Tower

-the Kaaba

-the Grand Mosque

-the Kremlin

-every safety deposit box in a Swiss bank leased by an Arab

-all the gay bath houses in San Francisco

-the Great Wall

-The Dome of the Rock

-Al Aksa

-the Aswan Dam

-all of the mosques in Brooklyn

-the home of the Poet Laureate of New Jersey

- The UN buildings in New York
NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

Here is a name that fits. Lashunda Crymes was indicted on charges of bilking 2 Connecticut charities. (Stamford Advocate 3/23/03) 

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

FBI Hunts al Qaida Suspect In U. S.

Since he lived in Florida, they should try the faculty lounge at the University of South Florida.

Subtle, ‘Surgical’ Start To Iraq War

‘Subtle,’ surgical start to Iraq war.

Rowland Wants No-Fly Zone Around Indian Point

How about a no-radiation zone?

The Divisive Visit And Aftermath Of Amiri Baraka’s Speech At Yale

It’s mighty white of Yale to host that eminent  representative of the “poison watermelon” school of poetry.

Tyco Plans Makeover Of Image

What’s wrong with its horizontally-striped prison uniform image?

G. I.s And Marines See Little Iraqi Resistance

Wait ‘til they get to San Francisco

War May Hurt International Trade

The export of bobble-head dolls from China is already down the tubes.

Pro-Saddam Rallies Held In Mideast

Is he paying them or is it just Arab stupidity?

Groton-Based Submarine Fires Missiles On Iraq
Wow! That’s really intercontinental!

Shouting Match Breaks Out At Summit

Nothing to get exercised about. It’s the Arab summit and the argument has something to do with sheep.

Heroin’s New Generation: Young, White And Middle Class

Diversity again rears its ugly head.

Ask The Rich To Pay The Cost Of Iraq War

I say Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates and Iraq. Or the organization that’s sponsoring and financing the anti-war demonstrations can pay for humanitarian aid for the Iraqi people and for rebuilding. The author of the headline, of course, meant the recipients of Bush’s tax largesse. 

Oil Giant Shuts Most Production In Violence-Torn Nigeria

If you think that’s bad, wait until you see what’s going to happen at the gas pumps in the U. S. if the prices don’t come down.

24 Slain In Hindu Village In India-Controlled Kashmir

Repeat after me, Islam means peace.

Sen. Kerry Not Banking On Wife’s Fortune For Presidential Run
If she won’t give him any money, his comments are sour grapes— or should I say sour pickles?

QUOTES I LIKE

In a Russian tragedy everybody dies. In a Russian comedy, everybody dies, too.  But they die happy.

      - Barry Farber

A river is more than an amenity, it is a treasure.

      - Oliver Wendell Holmes

Nothing is politically right which is morally wrong.

      - Daniel O’Connell

TGIF: The favorite expression in Baghdad on March 21, 2003.

      - Emanuel L. Strunin
Never believe anything until it has been officially denied.

      - Claud Cockburn
There are two million interesting people in New York and only seventy-eight in Los Angeles.

      - Neil Simon

It’s Purim every day in Israel—you can’t tell the difference between Sharon and Peres.

      - Emanuel L. Strunin

I seriously doubt if we will ever have another war. This is probably the very last one.

      - Richard Nixon (March 10, 1971)

Only the dead have seen the end of war.

      - Plato
Mark Twain said that the French are the connection between men and monkeys. I’ll take this tale of evolution a step further back. Arabs are the connection between monkeys and the more primitive species that preceded them.

      - Emanuel L. Strunin 

At the rate that the American’s are killing Saddam’s Fedayeen, Allah is quickly going to run out of young, black-eyed virgins. 

      - Emanuel L. Strunin

READERS’ COMMENTS
On democracy and peace  in post war Iraq. Good Luck.  See today's Wall Street Journal Page 1 Left Hand Column. Even these guys don't give much hope to the ability of the US to build and maintain a democratic and Western loving country.

I'm excerpting your France war record and emailing it -- I will credit you with a link to your website.
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