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This will be The Diogenes Report’s final issue until after Passover. Diogenes and his partner wish all of their friends and readers a sweet Pesach and a year of victory, peace, health and fulfillment. 

************************************************************************

************************************************************************

IT’S ACTUALLY THE WORLD’S DESPAIR

After reading an article in The New York Times (4/8/03)  by Susan Sachs titled “Egyptian Intellectual Speaks Of the Arab World’s Despair” it was obvious that it is the World that must despair if the Egyptian she interviewed is typical of “Arab Intellectuals.”

Ahmed Kamal Aboulmagd certainly carries all of the accoutrements of an intellectual. He holds a master’s degree in comparative law from the University of Michigan, he served as president of the administrative tribunal of the World Bank in Washington, he is a key player on every board or institution in Egypt that counts including al Azhar, the center of Sunnni Muslim learning, and he is consulted on inter-cultural dialogue by the UN, the Arab League and the European Union.

Here is what this “intellectual” claims is the “central problem of the Middle East—the Arab-Israeli conflict.” What intellectual insight! It is truly amazing that with all of the devastating problems afflicting the Arab world, this “intellectual” has the single-mindedness to focus on the Arab-Israeli conflict. Forget that not one Arab country guarantees freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of assembly or any other freedom found in democracies. Or that every Arab country is an economic basket case except where oil puts them on the edge of being basket cases. 

For example, Egypt, our intellectual’s homeland has been in an economic depression for half-a-century without any real hope of improvement. They turn out university graduates like sausages from a meat factory, the vast majority of whom cannot obtain gainful employment. Yet their government spends almost every dollar it gets in foreign aid on weapons. Which of Egypt’s neighbors are its enemies—the Sudan, Libya, Jordan, Saudi Arabia? Or are the intellectual giants in the Egyptian Government planning to attack one of the perpetrators of the central problem of the Middle East? 

 Mr. Aboulmagd is described as a man whose “views on democracy and political values were shaped by reading the United States Constitution, the Federalist papers and the writings of Thomas Jefferson and Woodrow Wilson.” Based on his current opinion of America, it would appear that these documents had a negative impact on his values. To be kinder to the gentleman, it may be that he did not understand what he was reading.

He attacks the Bush administration for destroying his “dream” of the United States “as a paragon of liberal values to be emulated by Arabs and Muslims seeking to have a voice in the modern world.” Although the Bush administration is working to give the people of Iraq a voice, this Arab “intellectual” prefers that the Iraqi people continue to live under Saddam’s tyranny—apparently because tyranny is tradition in the Arab world.

He further states that his efforts of promoting understanding between Muslims and non-Muslims have been set back by President Bush’s “exaggerated” response to the terror attacks of September 11. By labeling Mr. Aboulmagd an “intellectual”, Ms. Sachs seems to have overlooked the accepted definition of an intellectual—one with the capacity for rational or intelligent thought. Mr. Aboulmagd may demonstrate rational thought on some subjects but not when Arabs or Islam is the subject.

As for Ms. Sachs—the author of this advertisement for the “Arab intellectual”—she should decide whether she want to be an ad writer or a journalist. Not once does she question or challenge any of the subject’s questionable conclusions. But that’s The New York Times.

PRIESTS, GUNS AND DRUGS

You wouldn’t think that priests, gun dealers and drug companies have much in common, but they do. You could even throw automakers, doctors and fast food chains into the brew and still find commonality. There is a drive on to protect them against their sins, crimes, mistakes, malfeasances and misrepresentations. It’s a GOP thing, in general and a George W. Bush thing, in particular.

The idea, if there is an idea here, seems to be to protect purposeful or accidental or stupid evil-doers against liability law suits. This approach fits in with our societal concept that no one is responsible for anything—except for your next door neighbor who hasn’t got a pot in which to plant geraniums.

Another reason for the GOP’s opposition to big liability judgments appears to be that many successful liability lawyers who collect bi fees are big financial supporters of the Democratic Party. Obviously, this is a good-enough reason for the Republicans to try to overturn 200 years of legal precedence, which is a bastion of protection for our citizens.

Sometime the arguments to limit liability trials and awards are reduced to absurdities. A bill just introduced in the House of Representatives would give gun makers and gun dealers protection from liability suits. If I may ask a silly question: why?

The following new story about a conference at a Catholic law school introduces an even more bizarre  argument against liability judgments. According to these legal eagles, abuse liability cases  the pose threat to worship. Take note, it’s not the abuse that poses a threat to worship but the liability cases aimed at making the abusers and their institutions pay for the psychological and physical damage they have caused.

The canon lawyers and the legal representatives claim that this litigation is a threat to religious liberty. They further claim that the legal system has overreacted and perhaps even acted capriciously. The comments of these defenders of the faith follow in the path of the church officials who went all out cover up the abuses while giving little heed to the devastating affects that the abuse had on their young parishioners.

If  not for this litigation and some sizeable awards to victims, the various archdioceses and diocese would still be going on their merry ways protecting abusers who were turning churches into carnal houses.

NAMES

Names that fit and names that don’t.

This segment usually deals with the names of individuals but in today’s environment it’s appropriate to examine the names given to wars. The name given to our current conflict—Freedom for Iraq or Iraqi Freedom, depending on the newscaster—has the ring of Madison Avenue or the hope for a self-fulfilling prophecy, The same held true for the war name when we first invaded Afghanistan—The War for Enduring Freedom. We quickly backed away from that one when the Muslims complained. We didn’t realize that Muslims were not interested in enduring freedom or even short-term freedom.

We should recognize that these jerry-rigged names make no lasting impression. I’ve got a good memory but I can’t even remember the official name of the Gulf War or the invasion of Panama. Maybe the Panama conflict would be more memorable if it was called The War To Clean Up Another CIA Screw-Up. Suddenly, I recall the official name of the first Gulf War—Desert Storm.

It seems to me, that past wars had short, easy-to-remember titles or longer catch titles. Let’s examine some. World War I, World War II, Six Day War, Yom Kippur War, Civil War, American Revolution, Mexican War, Russso-Japanese War, Spanish-American War. Even some of the really long conflicts have simple, memorable names even though they took place ages ago, like: The 100 Years War, The 30 Years War and The Crusades.

Then, we come to conflicts that are remembered only because of their catchy names like The War of the Spanish Succession, The War of Jenkins’ Ear, The Whiskey Rebellion, The Napoleonic Wars, The War of the Barbary Pirates, The Sepoy Mutiny, The War of the Roses and the Peloponnesian Wars.

Obviously, it’s time to get away from wish-fulfillment names for our wars.

Now let’s get back to the names of individuals that may or may not fit their professions or activities. Here is a name that almost fits. Solomon Johnnie Friday was charged Wednesday with third degree criminal trespass and possession of drug paraphernalia.(Stamford Advocate, 4/4/03)

HEADLINES AND COMMENTS

Headlines from the world’s press. Comments by Diogenes.

Calvin Klein Seeking Substance Abuse Help

Has he been abusing textiles?

Bush And Blair Will Meet In Belfast Early Next Week

Are they planning a “two-state solution” for Northern Ireland?

Judge Questions Moussaoui Case’s Secrecy

He can plan his crimes in secrecy but he can’t be tried in secrecy. As some wise man said, “the law is an ass.”

Man Charged With Stabbing A Friend

How about ‘former friend’?

Conviction Upheld In 1993 WTC Bombing And Plane Plot

That’s cruel and unusual punishment. Confirming his 240-year sentence when he wants to go meet Allah as quickly as possible. Be humanitarian, give him the needle today.

Same-Sex Unions, Smoking Ban Are Priorities For Legislators

This must be the legislature at Disney world where they really understand pressing issues.

U. S. Charges 12 In Afghan Heroin Ring

Our law enforcement should keep hands-off these capitalists. They’re just following the economics of buying low and selling a high.

Pakistani Woman Demands Husband’s Arrest For Acid Attack

She is obviously an infidel.

Experts: Small Arms Could Be Key To Taking Baghdad

So it takes small arms to beat the knuckle draggers.

Israel To Leave Peace Talks Unless Plan is Amended

The guys who drew the “Road Map” missed some potholes and detours.

SARS Is New And It Kills, But How Dangerous Is It?

How dangerous can it be if its worst symptom is merely death?

Americans May Have Found Mustard Gas

It may be French’s. I knew you couldn’t trust the Frogs.

Elderly Man Found Unfit To Stand Trial For Assault
Actually, it was the man’s examining psychiatrist who was found unfit to participate in the trial.

Genovese Boss Gigante Admits Bathrobe Jaunts Were An Act

1. I understand why “Chin” was putting on an act, but how do you explain the roles of law enforcement agencies and their psychiatrists while he was making believe?

2. Let’s not smear “Chin” just because his brother is a priest.

Ex-Mayor Ganim’s Successor Promises Reforms

First reform: let’s make it harder to convict a crooked politician.

Does Boston Have Tunnel Vision In Naming Roads?

What’s a more appropriate name than the James Curley Tunnel for a public project that exceeded its budget by billions of dollars?

Targeting Saddam

It may be stretching the analogy, but Diogenes predicts Saddam will bomb at the Palace.

Dems Want Probe Of Cheney’s Former Company
Whaddya mean ‘former’?

ABC’s Ted Koppel, In Iraq, Relishes The Chance To Go To War Again

They say that the first casualty of war is truth.

And you couldn’t find a better guy than Koppel to prove it.

Study: Obese Kids Feel More Isolated Than Cancer Patients

It figures, they take up all the space around them.

GOP Leader Seeks Big Hike In Size Of Noncompetitive Pentagon Contracts

As a compromise, he is willing for big contributors to the Republican Party to automatically get every contract they bid on. 

Many In Arab World Watch In Disbelief

They’re always in touch with reality.

NYC Hospital Settles Sex Harassment Cases

You can be sure the hospital’s HMO won’t approve Viagra for its doctors.

Chirac, Schroeder On Defensive After Saddam’s Fall

They have nothing to worry about, nobody will build them a 40-foot statue.

QUOTES I LIKE

If at first you don’t succeed, well, so much for skydiving.

       -  Victor O’Reilly

...the hopelessness of self-improvement....

       -  Carol Tavris

When a girl falls, she always lands on her back.

       -  Yiddish Folk Saying

Has it not got down as thin as the homeopathic soup that was made by boiling the shadow of a pigeon that had starved to death? (Lincoln was talking about popular sovereignty but you can refer to any concept you see fit.)

       -  Abraham Lincoln

It is the crime which makes the shame and not the scaffold.

       -  Corneille

The UN: An organization for the conservation of conflict.

       -  Bernard Lewis

Nominate: The call of the vile.

       -  Elbert Hubbard

You know the world is going crazy when the best rapper is a white guy, the best golfer is a black guy, France is accusing the US of arrogance, and Germany doesn't want to go to war. (complete version)

       -  Anonymous

Novels: The only relaxation of the intellectually unemployed.
       -  Oscar Wilde

If you want to find Saddam’s weapons of mass destruction, invade Syria.

       -  Emanuel L. Strunin

Quoted out of context covers everything you wish you hadn’t said.

       -  Emanuel L. Strunin

Politics is a profession holding out the greatest amount of power for the least amount of training or responsibility.

       -  Dagobert D. Runes

Capital punishment is either an affront to humanity or a potential parking place.

       -  Larry Brown

The art of not reading is extremely important. It consists of our not taking up whatever happens to occupy the larger public.

       -  Arthur Schopenhauer

The egg cream is psychologically the opposite of circumcision— it pleasurably reaffirms your Judaism.

       -  Mel Brooks

Remember that a kick in the ass is a step forward.

       -  Anonymous
I was in a beauty contest once. I not only came in last, but I was hit in the mouth by Miss Congeniality.

       -  Phyllis Diller

When smashing monuments, save the pedestals—they always come in handy.

       -  Stanislaw Lem
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